at the “chief priests” and
the “elders”. They are
the representatives of the
Jewish people and so they
are being held responsible
for the rejection and
killing of the prophets
who had been sent to them
as messengers of God.
However, the parable ends
on a more universal note
and so it is addressed to
you and me. Through our
baptism we have entered
the Church which is an
anticipation on earth of
the heavenly kingdom of
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by love of God and love of neighbour.
Writing to the Colossians St Paul
says: “Put on then, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt
compassion,  kindness,  humility,
gentleness, and patience, bearing with
one another and forgiving one another,
if one has a grievance against another;
as the Lord has forgiven you, so must
you also do. And over all these put on
love, that is, the bond of perfection”
(Col 3: 12-14). If this is a description
of the spiritual garment I am called to
wear as a Christian, I can ask myself the
question: Am [ dressed appropriately?

At the hr:art of the gospel readlng for
this Sunday we have a parable; and
as we know the whole purpose of a
parable is to teach. So what is the
lesson? In the context in which Jesus
is narrating the parable it is directed

God Wc have gained entry, but that

is not enough. We need to be wearing
a “wedding garment”. St Augustine
identified this garment as “charity”. It
is not enough to be baptised or even to
have faith. This must be accompanied

Congord cum ongnal Paud Mosraben, Impramtur Chnsdopher

IDEOLOGICAL PRE]UDICES

15. Christians too, on a number of occasions, have
succumbed to attitudes shaped by secular ideologies
or political and economic approaches that lead to
gross generalizations and mistaken conclusions. The
fact that some dismiss or ridicule charitable works,
as if they were an obsession on the part of a few
and not the burning heart of the Church’s mission,
convinces me of the need to go back and re-read the
Gospel, lest we risk replacing it with the wisdom of
this world. The poor cannot be neglected if we are
to remain within the great current of the Church’s
life that has its source in the Gospel and bears fruit
in every time and place.

Duwson, Chancellor Salford. S

~ Jean-Pierre de Caussade S.J.

Abandonment to Divine Providence

[}
%

We must understand that we can never acquire true
conformity to the will of God until we are perfectly
resolved to serve Him according to His will and
pleasure and not to please ourselves. In everything look
to God, and you will find Him everywhere, but more
especially where you have most completely renounced
yourself. When you are thoroughly convinced that of
yourself you are incapable of doing any good, you will
give up making resolutions but will humbly confess to
God: “My God, I acknowledge after many trials that
all my resolutions are useless. Doubtless I have hitherto
depended too much on myself, but You have abased
me. You alone can do all things; make me then, do such
and such a thing, and give me, when necessary, the
recollection, energy and strength of will that I require.
Without this, I know from my former sad experiences,
I shall never do anything.” ... When you become
thoroughly convinced of this truth you will exclaim
almost without reflexion, when you act rightly, “Oh my
God it is You who do this in me by your grace.”
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| 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

But with you is found forgiveness,

O God of Israel.

Ps 129: 3-4

COLLECT

May your grace, O Lord, we pray,

at all times go before us and follow after

and make us always determined

to carry out good works.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 25:6-10a

On this mountain the Lorp of hosts will make for all peoples a
feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of
marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on
this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death for ever;
and the Lord Gop will wipe away tears from all faces, and the
reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for
the Loro has spoken. It will be said on that day, ‘Behold, this is
our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is
the Lorp; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his
salvation.’ For the hand of the Lorp will rest on this mountain.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 23(22):1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6. R.6cd
R. Inthe Lorp’s own house shall | dwellfor length of days unending.

The Lorp is my shepherd;

there is nothing | shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures

where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me;

he revives my soul. R.

He guides me along the right path,

for the sake of his name.

Though | should walk in the valley of the shadow of death,

no evil would | fear, for you are with me.

Your crook and your staff will give me comfort. R.

You have prepared a table before me

in the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;

my cup is overflowing. R.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life.

In the Lorp's own house shall | dwell

for length of days unending. R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians.
Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20

Brothers and sisters: | know how to be brought low, and | know
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learmned
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. Yet it was
kind of you to share my trouble. And my God will supply every
need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

11th October 2026

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL
Alleluia, alleluia. Cf. Ephesians 1:17-18
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

enlighten the eyes of our hearts,

so that we may know the hope to which he has called us.
Alleluia.
GOSPEL Matthew 22:1-14
The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

For shorter form read between [ ]

[At that time: Jesus again spoke to the chief priests and the
elders of the people, in parables, saying, ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast
for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited
to the wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent
other servants, saying, “Tell those who are invited, 'See, | have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding
feast.” But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm,
another to his business, while the rest seized his servants,
treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry,
and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and
bumed their city. Then he said to his servants, “The wedding
feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to
the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you
find." And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all
whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was
filled with guests.]

‘But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a
man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, “Friend,
how did you get in here without a wedding garment?” And he was
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand
and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but
few are chosen.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,

that, through these acts of devotedness,
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Cf. Ps 33: 11
The rich suffer want and go hungry,

but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We entreat your majesty most humbly, O Lord,

that, as you feed us with the nourishment

which comes from the most holy Body and Blood of your Son,
so you may make us sharers of his divine nature.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.




