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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE

Saturday	 5 September   9.30 am Exposition of the	            10 am HOLY MASS
	   	     Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		     5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

TWENTY-THIRD WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  A2
Sunday            6 September    9 am  CHILDREN'S HOLY MASS	5.30 pm HOLY MASS	
Monday	  7 September   9.10 am Morning Prayer			NO HOLY MASS				      Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary
		      & Cenacle Prayer Group		
Tuesday	 8 September    THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, FEAST
		      6.10 pm Evening Prayer			6.30 pm HOLY MASS
Wednesday	 9 September    St Peter Claver, Pr (1581-1654) (Opt Mem)
		      9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 pm HOLY MASS

Thursday	10  September  9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS

Friday		11 September   9.10 am Morning Prayer 		9.30 am HOLY MASS  										followed by Benediction
Saturday	12 September   The Most Holy Name of Mary (Opt Mem)
 				  9.30 am Exposition of the	            NO HOLY MASS
	   	       Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
Sunday	13 September	   9 am HOLY MASS - 24th Sunday Ordinary Time

	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Sister Damian Cunningham;                        Mary Keen; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); all housebound, bereaved and suffering; and all who have asked for our prayers.




	FOR SEPTEMBER - For the Care of Water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. We thank you for the constant increase in the faith and ask God for many more blessings.
2. I have recently had quite a few meetings with the hierarchy and officials of the Diocese about the different roles in parishes.  The Church is hierarchical because it goes from families to parishes, parishes to diocese, diocese to Rome/Vatican and these have spiritual leaders.  Let us not be autonomous.  The church is not only a family affair. 
3. Mike Hearn has graciously volunteered to be part of the safeguarding representatives for our parish.  There will be an induction for him.
4. After the Health and Safety Meeting from the Diocesan representative, we shall try to implement safety rules around the church and parish hall begdinning with key-holders and workers in the parish.
5. I encourage all those who need safeguarding training please to come on 9th September and meet with the Diocesan representatives.  Please see the entry below and if you wish to discuss this further please speak to me or Pauline Grady.
6. We shall add or subtract some things in our liturgical/social celebrations in the parish next week.
7. Having achieved the aims and objectives of the Ordination committee by purchasing the Dalmatics, collar, Book of the Gospels, books and the items necessary for visiting the sick, we have completed every objective for Anthony's Deaconate Ordination, and hereby dissolve the committee.  These items will be put in the inventory as belonging to the parish.

BASIC INSTRUCTION 
 
Q: 	Who is the Holy Spirit?
A:	The Holy Spirit is the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 29/30 August:     £268.02
CATHOLIC CHILDRENS' SOCIETY ANNUAL APPEAl:  £212.57  
Thank you to all who contributed.
With many blessings on our parish family, 
								Father Donald

RICE & CURRY  This Sunday (6th) we are holding a Rice & Curry sale in support of Dinesh's family in Sri Lanka.   A huge thank you to Ginto and Bindhu for making this possible.
	Packs are £10 each and include rice with your choice of chicken or vegetable curry. The portions will be even larger than last time with a separate pack for rice and a separate pack of curry, and as we all know, the food will be absolutely delicious. It freezes well too.  We will arrange for 40 combined packs to be available.
	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	05/09/26
	March for Life,10 am - see porch for details of coach

	08/09/26
	Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm in the hall






	09/09/26
	Safeguarding Caseworkers Visit, 3-4.30 pm

	09/09/26
	RCIA Introduction & Welcome Session in the hall, 7 - 9 pm

	16/09/26
	Tea and Cake in the hall, 3 pm

	20/09/26
	Diaconate Ordination of Anthony Reed, 4 pm, St Mary's RC Church, Poole


MARCH FOR LIFE     This year’s March will take place on this Saturday,5th, starting at 10 am at the Emmanuel Centre, 9 to 11 Marsham Street, SW1P 3DW.  The theme this year is 'Abortion Hurts the Family'.  Please see the website for all the details:   marchforlife.co.uk           See porch for details of coach from Bournemouth.  The website also gives details of coaches taking participants to London for the march.    Amabel
PLYMOUTH DIOCESE SAFEGUARDING TEAM  Safeguarding caseworkers Annette Moody and Rob Kingdon will be visiting the parish 9 September between 3 and 4.30pm  They will make themselves available to any parishioner who may wish to discuss any safeguarding issue(s) or the volunteer DBS process and paperwork.  
There seems to be some confusion about this visit.  It is is not a meeting as such but an opportunity for anyone to talk one-to-one with safeguarding caseworkers. This is for anyone who either works within the parish where the protection of children and vulnerable adults from abuse, is in place, or to find out about safeguarding training, and/or to talk about any concerns you may have about your own safety/security and/or anyone else about whom you may have concerns. 
 If you have any queries please contact Pauline Grady on 07851 730 288.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)   Do you know someone searching for answers and who may be interested in becoming a Catholic?  If already Catholic, do you want to deepen your faith?  The RCIA course is an opportunity to explore scripture, grow closer to Jesus, and share your spiritual journey.  The group meets weekly in the hall behind the church and all are welcome.  
Please join us for our RCIA Introduction & Welcome Session on this Wednesday, 9th, from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Our Lady of Lourdes & St. Cecilia, Whitecliff Mill Street, Blandford Forum, DT11 7BN.   Email rcia@blandfordcatholics.org with "RCIA interest" in the subject line or visit www.blandfordcatholics.org for more details.
	We also need prayer warriors to support the course by praying weekly (or more often) for its success. This can be individually or as a group, online or together in homes. If you are interested in signing up for this, please message the Family of Mary WhatsApp group or email: rcia@blandfordcatholics.org                                                                                                    Marie
UPDATE ON DINESH   Dinesh will visit on the weekend of 19/20 September and will attend Vigil Mass on Saturday evening and Sunday morning Mass to meet us and talk about his situation. We have been supporting Dinesh for well over a year now, as he awaits his appeal hearing to remain in this country.  We pray that the hearing will be held soon.                                                       Marie

ORDINATION TO THE PERMANENT DIACONATE OF ANTHONY REED on Sunday     20 September at 4 pm at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 211a Wimborne Road, Poole, BH15 2EG – if you intend going to Anthony’s Ordination Mass, please add your name to the form at the back of the church.  Also, please indicate whether you require or can offer a lift.                              Anthony
CATHOLIC DIARIES 2027 - If you wish to order a Catholic Diary for 2027 please put your name and colour choice (not guaranteed) on the list at the back of the church.  The cost per diary is approx. £6.50 plus postage.   I intend to place the order some time in October but the final weekend for orders will be in the newsletter. These will again be ordered from the Shrine Shop in Walsingham.  The diaries are the same style and colour choices, & the content includes two pages per week, Monthly Planner (one page per month); General Holidays; Church/Special Holidays; Order of Mass.  If more than 12 are ordered, post is free.                                       Ruth Hiscock  
CAFOD  One of the greatest obstacles to building peace in the Holy Land is the ongoing expansion of illegal settlements which displace Palestinian families.  As Palestinians are forced from their home, settlers are using this land to grow and export produce - such as dates and wine - across the world. We must stop the trading of all goods and services produced on land that has been illegally occupied. Please write to the Trade Secretary demanding that the UK follows in the footsteps of countries such as Spain and Ireland and bans trade with illegally occupied Palestinian land.
Update:  The link referred to in the message from CAFOD is: End settlement trade   Hover the cursor over this link, press “Ctrl + Click” and you will be transferred to the relevant page on the CAFOD website.  Then follow the simple instructions to create an automatic letter which is forwarded to the Trade Secretary.                                                                                          Anthony               
MESSAGE FROM DAN  As a volunteer my working hours and days are not fixed. Please allow 2-3 working days for a response.  Thank you.                                                  Dan Murphy, Secretary
APPEAL FOR CLEANERS  Thank you to those who help to keep the church and hall so beautifully clean and tidy. Unfortunately the number of cleaners has reduced and so we are appealing for extra cleaners, either voluntary or paid.  If you feel you could help please speak to Father Donald.


[image: ]
KNIT & NATTER  We are now back from our summer break.  Still meeting on Tuesdays 2 - 4 pm in the Hall.  You are very welcome to join us.





​
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  New list:  Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Porridge Oats, Tinned Kidney Beans/Lentils/Chickpeas, Washing-up Liquid, Shampoo[image: ], Rice, Soup.   Thank you.         	                                     Jan 
			

[image: ]EMPOWERING VULNERABLE CHILDREN  As you may remember, the Parish had a visit from Ted and Judi Fawcett to update us on Jackline's progress.  She has now finished her school education and is going to study to become a nurse.  Her studies will go on for another three years and will cost BUT with all of our support over the years Judi has told us that Jackline has enough money in her account (i.e. £6,000) to support her through this stage in getting her the qualifications in nursing.   This is so amazing that our little parish has succeeded in giving Jackline a future so that she may help her people in her country, Uganda.  Can I put this question to the Parish - "Do we wish to support another young vulnerable child from the orphanage in Uganda?"  If you feel called to carry on another wonderful challenge, please let me know your thoughts.
I will take this opportunity to ask if someone would like to step in with me, to help me to continue this project if we decide to continue.  There is very little involved but it is only right and good to have two or three people involved.   Blessings.                                                            Frances Hyde
Letter from Jackline, dated 26 June 2026:
Dear the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes,
	I hereby submit my greetings to you all in the name of our almighty God the provider of wealth as well as health.  I am glad that your doing well over there.
	I am writing to inform you about my well being ati school and at home.  Since I joined Senior Four first term was full of hard work, studying during day; preps both morning and evening.  For sure first term is meant for seriousness.  Then the holiday commenced.  I had to make research about senior four topics which were not covered yet in order to acquire more knowledge that would help me pass the examination.
	I also managed to make practice of playing violin and revising music notes.  In  my free time I would help with home chores like cooking, mopping the house, cleaning around the house (sweeping the compound).
	Second term began, whereby it was full of co-curricular activities; participating in education week.  Education week is a competition organised among different schools to compete in different aspects like singing, traditional dancing, bible reading, and essay writing.  And our school participated in it and we managed to win a trophy at the parish level and right now we are practising for another level (Denary level).
	During second term senior fours students hold prom parties and it is the season.  It requires hair dressing, putting on fancy clothes, high heels and behaving like princesses.  I am hereby preparing for the occasion.
	But what I don't forget is that all the joys, happiness I am going through is because of you.  Thank you so much for your ceaseless support.
Your loving daughter,
Namatovu Jackline


The Feasts of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and the Most Holy Name of Mary
The feast of the Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary has been celebrated for over 1,000 years.   As with Christmas Day, the date of 8th September is traditional.  Since the beginning of the 6th century the place where Mary was born has been venerated in Jerusalem, near the Pool of Bethsaida, which in the 12th century became known as the Church of St Ann. .
The Roman Order mentions the homilies and litanies which were appointed by Pope Sergius in 688 to be read on this day.    The Greek and Coptic church in Egypt and other Christian churches in the east keep this feast.  The feast of Holy Name of Mary is held within the octave of her nativity, appointed by Pope Innocent XI in solemn thanksgiving for the relief of Vienna when it was besieged by the Turks in 1683. 
Holy Mass on the Feast of Our Lady's Birthday: In the words of Saint John Damascene today: '"Come, one and all, let us joyfully celebrate the birth of the joy of all the world!  Today, departing from the nature of earth, heaven has been formed upon earth.  Today, departing from the nature of earth,heaven has been formed upon earth.  This day is the beginning of the world's salvation"  The liturgy echoes these words.  If "the dawn of our salvation" has arrived with the birthday of Mary (Opening Prayer), we can say that the birth of the Immaculate Mother of God has caused "the dawn of hope and salvation" to rise upon the world (Prayer after Communion).  From the time of her appearance on the earth, Mary occupies a privileged place in the designs of God.  She is the "Virgin [who] shall bear a son" (Communion Antiphon), the one through who was born "the sun of justice, Christ our Lord" (Entrance Antiphon).  This is why we celebrate her birth "with joyful hearts" (Entrance Antiphon) as we wait "lasting peace" for the world (Opening Prayer).  The Eastern Churches likewise sing: "This day is the prelude to universal joy.  On this day the winds announcing salvation begin to blow" (Byzantine  Liturgy).' [from the publication Magnificat,2000,]
...so radiant, so glorious a visitation of God to men needed some prelude of joy to introduce to us the great gift of salvation.  The present feast is such;  the prelude is the birth of the mother of God, and the concluding act is the union which is destined between the Word and human nature.  A virgin is now born and suckled and moulded, and is made ready to be mother of God, the kin of all for ever.                                                                   [extract from the sermons of St Andrew of Crete]
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	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER – PLEASE TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU




Mary the dawn, Christ the Perfect Day;
Mary the gate, Christ the Heavenly Way!
Mary the root Christ the Mystic Vine;
Mary the grape, Christ the Sacred Wine!
Mary the wheat, Christ the Living Bread;
Mary the stem, Christ the Rose blood-red!



When devotion to Mary begins in anyone, it produces the same effect that our Lady's birth produces in the world.  It ends the night of sin and leads a person along the bright path of virtue. - St Alphonsus Liguori
Mary is the echo of God.  If we say "Mary" she will answer "God".  That is why union with her is always followed by union with God. - St Louis de Montfort
Have you heard of the Sacra Cintola (Mary's Belt/Girdle)?  It is thought to have belonged to the Blessed Mother and is kept in a reliquary in Tuscany's Prato Cathedral.  Legend is that St Thomas missed her assumption into heaven and so she dropped the sash from the sky as proof that she had ascended to heaven.  The relic is locked securely behind the altar except for 5 times a year when it is shown publicly, including on 8th September commemorating Our Lady's Birthday. 
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