27 September 2026	                                                                                                   Psalter Week 2 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND SAINT CECILIA

Priest in charge: Father Donald Nwaka
Landline: 01258 452051    Mobile: 07931939907    Parish Secretary: blandford@prcdtr.org.uk
Newsletter: newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk   Website: blandfordcatholics.org
Plymouth Diocesan Trust Registered Charity No. 213227
Hospital RC Chaplains: Dorchester 01305 255198 / Poole: Deacon Declan McConville 01202 442167

MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday	  26 September    St Cosmas & St Damian, Mm (died c287) (Opt Mem)
				     Patrons of physicians
 				     9.30 am Exposition of the	            NO MORNING MASS
	   	         Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		         5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday	  27 September    9 am HOLY MASS - THE HARVEST; THE FRUITS OF 	 							   HUMAN WORK, & THE REVERENT 								   USE OF CREATION

TWENTY-SIXTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  A2

Monday	  28 September   St Wenceslaus, M (c907-929) (Opt Mem)
		        St Lawrence Ruiz & Comps, Korean Martyrs (Opt Mem)
		        9.10 am Morning Prayer			NO HOLY MASS			        Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary
		        & Cenacle Prayer Group		
Tuesday	  29 September    SS MICHAEL, GABRIEL & RAPHAEL
		        - ARCHANGELS (FEAST)
		        				NO HOLY MASS
                     Wednesday	  30 September    St Jerome, Pr Dr (c341-420) (Mem)
		        Patron of Librarians
		        9.10 am Morning Prayer				NO HOLY MASS
Thursday	   1 October         St Thérese of the Child Jesus, V Dr (1873-1897) (Mem)
		        9.10 am Morning Prayer				NO HOLY MASS
Friday		   2 October        The Holy Guardians (Mem)
		                            (CAFOD Fast Day)
				    9.10 am Morning Prayer 			NO HOLY MASS  		
Saturday	   3 October        No Confessions	            		NO MORNING MASS

				    5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday	   4 October	    9 am HOLY MASS - 27th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME					    (Collection for CAFOD Harvest Fast Day) 
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Tom Regan; Father Robert; Sister Damian Cunningham; Mary Keen; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); all housebound, bereaved and suffering; and all who have asked for our prayers.



	FOR OCTOBER - For mental health ministry
Let us pray that the mental health ministry be established throughout the Church, helping to overcome the stigma and discrimination of persons with mental illnesses.



Days of special prayer:  Month of October - the Holy Rosary
The Harvest, the Fruits of Human Work and the Reverent use of Creation:
· For the courage to live lives faithful to the Gospel.
· For the ability to recognize Christ in all whom we meet.
CAFOD Harvest Fast Day, Friday 2nd October
· For the poor and hungry of the world may they have access to food fairly traded.
· For all who work for overseas development may they work alongside the poor bringing dignity and justice.
· For justice and peace in the world.
· For tolerance and respect, for an openness to neighbours and strangers.
· For the broadening of our horizons and an awareness of what is happening in the world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. There is always a time for everything - Ecclesiastes 3.  This is the time to say "Goodbye"!
2. By this announcement, I end my journey here.  The Family of Mary has achieved its aim.  I also call off its use as a parish group unless it is needed by the next priest.
3. My last Mass for the parish is this Sunday, the 27th.  Please, if you need anything from me, let me know on or before then.
4. Father George anticipates his first Mass here will be Saturday evening Mass for Sunday, on 3rd October.
BASIC INSTRUCTION 
Q: 	When did the Holy Spirit come down on the Apostles?
A:	The Holy Spirit came down on the Apostles at Pentecost  (Whit Sunday), in the form of 'parted tongues, as it were, of fire'. (Acts 2:3)

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 19/20 September:  £216.18   HOME MISSION SUNDAY: £28.29 Thank you to all who contributed.
 With many blessings on our parish family,      
								Father Donald
	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	29/09/26
	Knit & Natter, in the hall, 2-4 pm

	04/10/26
	Cake Sale after Sunday Mass

	30/09/26
	RCIA, 7-9 pm


	05-09/10/26
	Walking Pilgrimage, Ambulemus ut Adoremus, Maidstone to London

	10/10/26
	Adoremus - National Eucharistic Congress, London

	22/10/26
	Tea and Cake in the hall, 3.30 pm



A BRING-AND-SHARE BRUNCH will be held this Sunday, to celebrate Anthony's Ordination.                                                                        
CAKE SALE after Mass next Sunday (4th October), in support of Dinesh.

CAFOD  Family Fast Day Appeal this Harvest  Please donate to our Family Fast Day parish collection. Put your faith into action and share the Lord’s love by supporting our global neighbours experiencing shortages of food and safe water. Your gift can support children like Tayla in Zimbabwe to stay in school by helping communities and schools provide nourishing meals, improve access to water and grow food in school gardens.  For more information, visit https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/family-fast-day
Use the CAFOD envelope in church, donate online at cafod.org.uk/envelope or call 0303 303 3030.
ADOREMUS 2026 Saturday 10 October   This is the Bishops of England and Wales' invitation to renew our devotion to the Eucharistic Lord.   There are two main strands to the Adoremus National Eucharistic Congress in 2026.  In London, there will be a representative gathering of the Church with bishops, priests, and people in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark.  Footage from the London event will be made available to enable remote participation. 
The other strand is a walking pilgrimage, Ambulemus ut Adoremus: ‘Let Us Walk’ from Maidstone to Southwark, London. It will take place from Monday, 5 October to Friday, 9 October 2026, starting at the Church of St Francis of Assisi, Maidstone and finishing at the Cathedral of St George, Southwark. The walk will mark the Year of St Francis of Assisi, embodying the saint’s values of joy, simplicity, humility, peace and love of creation. A small group of perpetual pilgrims will walk the full distance, joined by day pilgrims who will register for each day.
For more details go online: Adoremus 2026.             https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/55933
Father Christopher Finlay-Wilson has arranged a coach from Bournemouth.   
Contacts:    Fr Chris Findlay-Wilson (01202) 746539 christopher.findlay@prcdtr.org.uk. 
                   Parish secretary: Mrs Jane Jolly (01202) 746539
MESSAGE FROM DAN  As a volunteer my working hours and days are not fixed. Please allow 2-3 working days for a response.  Thank you.                                                Dan Murphy, Secretary
CATHOLIC DIARIES 2027 - If you wish to order a Catholic Diary for 2027 please put your name and colour choice (not guaranteed) on the list at the back of the church.  The cost per diary is approx. £6.50 plus postage.   I intend to place the order some time in October but the final weekend for orders will be in the newsletter. These will again be ordered from the Shrine Shop in Walsingham.  The diaries are the same style and colour choices, & the content includes two pages per week; Monthly Planner (one page per month); General Holidays; Church/Special Holidays; Order of Mass.  If more than 12 are ordered, post is free.                                              Ruth Hiscock  
TEA AND CAKE  Next month's gathering will be on the third Thursday in October, ie 22nd - same time, same place.  Everyone welcome.  If you need transport please speak to Marie.
APPEAL FOR CLEANERS  Thank you to those who help to keep the church and hall so beautifully clean and tidy. Unfortunately the number of cleaners h Angels are pure spirit whereas men and women have bodies and souls.as reduced and so we are appealing for extra cleaners, either voluntary or paid. 
KNIT & NATTER   Meets on Tuesdays 2 - 4 pm in the Hall.  Next meeting 29th.   You are very welcome to join us.
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  New list:  Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Porridge Oats, Rice,  Tinned Kidney Beans/Lentils/Chickpeas, Washing-up Liquid, Shampoo[image: ], Soup.                          Thank you.    	                                               Jan                                                                               
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	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER – PLEASE TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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