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** MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday	  19 September   St Theodore of Canterbury, Bp (c602-690) (Opt Mem)
				    St Januarius, Bp M (d 304)                            "       "
 				    9.30 am Exposition of the	            NO HOLY MASS
	   	        Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		        5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
TWENTY-FIFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  A2
Sunday              20 September  9 am HOLY MASS  - HOME MISSION SUNDAY
		                  (Evangelii Gaudium Day)  (Mandatory Collection)

		        4 pm ORDINATION TO PERMANENT DIACONATE OF 			                 ANTHONY REED	

Monday	 21 September   ST MATTHEW, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST, FEAST		       		       9.10 am Morning Prayer			NO HOLY MASS				       Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary
		       & Cenacle Prayer Group		
Tuesday	 22 September    DEDICATION OF THE CATHEDRAL (1880) (FEAST)
		        6.10 pm Evening Prayer			6.30 pm HOLY MASS**
Wednesday	 23 September   St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) (1887-1968) (Mem)
		       9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 pm HOLY MASS**

Thursday	24 September    OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM, FEAST
		       9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS**
Friday		25 September    9.10 am Morning Prayer 		9.30 am HOLY MASS**  										followed by Benediction
Saturday	26 September    St Cosmas & St Damian, Mm (died c287) (Opt Mem)
 				   9.30 am Exposition of the	            NO HOLY MASS
	   	       Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		       5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday	27 September	   9 am HOLY MASS - 26th WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME
							   - THE HARVEST
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Sister Damian Cunningham;                        Mary Keen; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); all housebound, bereaved and suffering; and all who have asked for our prayers.



	FOR SEPTEMBER - For the Care of Water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.



Prayers for Home Mission Sunday:  	For the courage to live lives faithful to the Gospel.							For the ability to recognise Christ in all whom we meet.
[Home Mission Sunday is the title given to the day we ask our parishes to pray for the work of evangelisation and to support this vital work through a second collection. A few years ago, this day was re-named Evangelii Gaudium Sunday after Pope Francis’s Apostolic Exhortation the ‘Joy of the Gospel’. Now, in 2026, we revert to using the original name – Home Mission Sunday:  Bishops of England & Wales] 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. I thank God for working with you all in our lovely parish for the past 3 years.  It has been the most lovely experience of my priestly ministry.   I found my gift here.  I shall be leaving to go to Christ the King parish, Kinson, most likely by the end of the month.  Father George Nwadike will be coming to Our Lady of Lourdes & St Cecilia to take over from me as Priest-in-Charge.  Please do give him the maximum support as you did me.
2. By this announcement, I hereby say that the incoming priest canonically has the role of choosing how he so desires to work within the parish.  Any programmes (such as Latin Masses, house Masses) which may have been reintroduced by me, will be suspended until the new priest approves.
3. If you have anything that needs signing or approval, please come to me on or before the 25th of this month for clearance.
4. I shall give all handover notes to the Parish Secretary, Dan Murphy to hand to the new priest.
5. After the Ordination of Anthony today (20th) I will be off and on from the parish.  I shall celebrate Masses and other activities whenever I am around.  Please consult last week's newsletter to see my programme of events.
6. Irene Alford's wishes were that her funeral would take place in this church.  She will be brought into the Church at 4pm on 14th October where she will rest until her Requiem Mass, conducted by Father John Rice, which will take place at 11am on 15th October.
7. I thank God for all of you.   I am happy that the faith entrusted to me did not die.  No success story is complete without a successor.
8. To the glory of God and the sanctification of humanity, I say "THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU".  'We are nothing but mere servants.  We have only done what we were called to do.' (Luke 17:10)
BASIC INSTRUCTION 
Q: 	Is the Holy Spirit equal to the Father and to the Son?
A:	The Holy Spirit is equal to the Father and to the Son, for he is the same Lord and God as they are.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 12/13 September:   £270.63   CATHOLIC EDUCATION:  £99.50
 
Thank you to all who contributed.
With many blessings on our parish family,      
								Father Donald

	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	19&20/09/1919&20/09/26
	Dinesh will talk to us about his situation

	20/09/26
	Diaconate Ordination of Anthony Reed, 4 pm, St Mary's RC Church, Poole

	22/09/26
	Knit & Natter, in the hall, 2-4 pm

	23/0926
	RCIA


	05-09/10/26
	Walking Pilgrimage, Ambulemus ut Adoremus, Maidstone to London

	10/10/26
	Adoremus - National Eucharistic Congress, London


UPDATE ON DINESH   Dinesh will visit this weekend (19th/20th) and will attend Vigil Mass on Saturday evening and Sunday morning Mass to meet us and talk about his situation. We have been supporting Dinesh for well over a year now, as he awaits his appeal hearing to remain in this country.  We pray that the hearing will be held soon.                                                               Marie
ORDINATION TO THE PERMANENT DIACONATE OF ANTHONY REED this afternoon Sunday, 20th at 4 pm at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 211a Wimborne Road, Poole, BH15 2EG – if you have indicated on the form at the back of the church that you intend to attend and that you require a lift and arrangements have not yet been made for you to travel with someone, please speak to Anthony or Fr. Donald.  By the way, attendance at the Ordination Mass fulfils the Sunday obligation.                                                                                                                                Anthony
Live stream for Ordination   The link is to the Live stream of the St Mary's YouTube stream and can also be found at the address - https://www.youtube.com/@stmaryscatholicchurchpoole9264/streams 
A BRING-AND-SHARE BRUNCH will be held next Sunday, 27th, to celebrate Anthony's Ordination and to say a fond farewell to Father Donald.                                                    Pauline
MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE – ONLY SIX SPACES LEFT    The Our Lady of Lourdes Pilgrimage to Medjugorje is in the early stages of organisation. We will be flying from Bristol to Split Thursday 1st to Thursday 8th of October.  £785pp sharing; £150 single supplement.           Half-board, fully guided Pilgrimage with Marian Pilgrimages. Please contact plymouth-plympton@prcdtr.org.uk if you are interested in joining us.                                                                      		       Jemma Nicholls, Parish Secretary, Plymouth East Roman Catholic Churches
ADOREMUS 2026 Saturday 10 October   This is the Bishops of England and Wales invitation to renew our devotion to the Eucharistic Lord.   There are two main strands to the Adoremus National Eucharistic Congress in 2026.  In London, there will be a representative gathering of the Church with bishops, priests, and people in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark.  Footage from the London event will be made available to enable remote participation. 
The other strand is a walking pilgrimage, Ambulemus ut Adoremus: ‘Let Us Walk’ from Maidstone to Southwark, London, to mark the Adoremus 2026 National Eucharistic Congress. It will take place the week before Adoremus from Monday, 5 October to Friday, 9 October 2026.The pilgrimage will start at the Church of St Francis of Assisi in Maidstone and finish at the Cathedral of St George in Southwark. The walk will mark the Year of St Francis of Assisi and will embody the famous saint’s values of joy, simplicity, humility, peace and love of creation. A small group of perpetual pilgrims will walk the full distance, joined by day pilgrims who will register for each day.
For more details go online: Adoremus 2026.
Father Christopher Finlay-Wilson formerly of St Joseph's, Branksome has arranged a coach. If interested, please ask Marie for more information.
[image: ]RIDE AND STRIDE has happened - last Saturday!  - 12th September. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to help in any way - it is much appreciated. You can still sponsor Richard and me via this link  Ride and Stride 2026, or I will be at Mass on Saturday 19th with my paper sponsorship form. The money raised goes to the Dorset Historic Churches Trust, which then funds projects supporting church repairs and maintenance throughout Dorset . But 50% of the money we will raise is returned to our church here in Blandford to support its maintenance.
MESSAGE FROM DAN  As a volunteer my working hours and days are not fixed. Please allow 2-3 working days for a response.  Thank you.                                                Dan Murphy, Secretary
CATHOLIC DIARIES 2027 - If you wish to order a Catholic Diary for 2027 please put your name and colour choice (not guaranteed) on the list at the back of the church.  The cost per diary is approx. £6.50 plus postage.   I intend to place the order some time in October but the final weekend for orders will be in the newsletter. These will again be ordered from the Shrine Shop in Walsingham.  The diaries are the same style and colour choices, & the content includes two pages per week, Monthly Planner (one page per month); General Holidays; Church/Special Holidays; Order of Mass.  If more than 12 are ordered, post is free.                                              Ruth Hiscock  
[image: ]
APPEAL FOR CLEANERS  Thank you to those who help to keep the church and hall so beautifully clean and tidy. Unfortunately the number of cleaners has reduced and so we are appealing for extra cleaners, either voluntary or paid. 

[image: ]

KNIT & NATTER   Meets on Tuesdays 2 - 4 pm in the Hall.  Next meeting 22nd.   You are very welcome to join us.


NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  New list:  Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Porridge Oats, Rice,  Tinned Kidney Beans/Lentils/Chickpeas, Washing-up Liquid, Shampoo[image: ], Soup.   Thank you.         	                                                                                                                                          Jan 
St Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) (1887-1968)  Feast Day 23rd September 

Padre Pio started life as Francesco Forgione, and became a Capuchin priest in 1910. Poor health did not allow him to remain in a friary for about 10 years, when he was sent to a monastery in southern Italy where remained for about 50 years.   He is famous for miracles, prophecy, bilocation, reading consciences, and suffering the stigmata, at first invisibly and then visibly, which he bore for the major part of his life.  He also endured the thousands who flocked to seek his spirituality, causing him to spend many hours in a confessional.  He committed himself to relieving the pain and suffering of many families, chiefly through the foundation of the Casa Sollievo della Sofferenza (House for the Relief of Suffering) which opened in 1956.

When Karol Wojtyla, a young Polish priest came to him for confession in 1947, Padre Pio said that this priest would one day be pope.

It seems a psychologist put forward the idea that he must be meditating neurotically on the wounds of Christ to create the stigmata, to which he suggested 'now you go and meditate on a bull and see if you grow horns'.

To try to explain the great suffering he endured he used the story of a woman embroidering while her son looked up at her work and questioned the confusion of threads he could see.  The mother lowered her fine work so that he could see the right side of it.  Whilst looking up he could only see the reverse, but when she showed her work on the right side she explained that when it was finished it would be beautiful. 

No pilgrim soul can worthily love God.  But when a soul does everything possible and trusts in divine mercy, why would Jesus reject such a spirit?  Has he not commanded us to love God according to our strength?  If you have given and consecrated everything to God, why be afraid?                             													- St Pius


Our Lady of Walsingham, Feast Day 24th September

[image: ]Walsingham in Norfolk has been a great centre of pilgrimages since medieval times.  The lady of the manor of Walsingham, Richeldis de Faverches, was asked by the Virgin Mary to build a replica of her home in Nazareth where the Annunciation had taken place.  Sadly the original house was destroyed at the Reformation but during the 19th and early 20th centuries pilgrimages to Walsingham have been revived for both Anglicans and Catholics.

Opening Prayer: Lord God, in the mystery of the Incarnation Mary conceived your Son in her heart before she conceived him in her womb.  As we, your pilgrim people, rejoice in her patronage, grant that we also may welcome him into our hearts, and so, like her, be made a holy house fit for his eternal dwelling.   We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
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	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER – PLEASE TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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Snooze two
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