13 September 2026	                                                                                                   Psalter Week 4 
OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND SAINT CECILIA
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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE

Saturday	12 September   The Most Holy Name of Mary (Opt Mem)
				   9.30 am Exposition of the	           
	   	       Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		       5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

FOURTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  A2
Sunday            13 September   9 am  HOLY MASS - EDUCATION SUNDAY			
 		                 There will be a collection for the Catholic Education Service
Monday	 14 September   THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS, FEAST
		       9.10 am Morning Prayer			NO HOLY MASS				       Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary
		       & Cenacle Prayer Group		
Tuesday	 15 September    Our Lady of Sorrows (Mem)
		        6.10 pm Evening Prayer			6.30 pm HOLY MASS
Wednesday	 16 September   St Cornelius, Pope, Martyr (d.253)	(Mem)
		       & St Cyprian (d.258) Martyr
		       St Corneliuis: Patron of cattle & domestic animals
		       9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 pm HOLY MASS
Thursday	17 September    St Hildegard of Bingen, V Dr (1098-1179) (Opt Mem)
		       St Robert Bellarmine, Bp Dr (1542-1621)       "     "
		       9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Friday		18 September    9.10 am Morning Prayer 		9.30 am HOLY MASS  										followed by Benediction
Saturday	19 September    St Thedore of Canterbury, Bp (c602-690) (Opt Mem)
				   St Januarius, Bp M (d 304)                            "       "
 				   9.30 am Exposition of the	            NO HOLY MASS
	   	       Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		       5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday	20 September	   9 am HOLY MASS - 25th Sunday Ordinary Time
				    - EVANGELII GAUDIUM DAY - Mandatory Collection
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Sister Damian Cunningham;                        Mary Keen; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); all housebound, bereaved and suffering; and all who have asked for our prayers.




	FOR SEPTEMBER - For the Care of Water
Let us pray for a just and sustainable management of water, a vital resource, so that everyone may have equal access to it.




Prayers for Education Sunday:
· For a love of learning;  may we all desire to grow in our faith in God and our knowledge of the world he created.
· For teachers, catechists and all who share what God has done; may they always be open to deepening their knowledge.


ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. The RCIA has started.  Please come and deepen your faith if you wish to know more about the Catholic teachings.
2. We regret to announce the death of Irene Alford.   Her Requiem Mass will be next month and the date will be announced when available.   Irene was a very active, faithful member of the parish for many years.  May she rest in peace.
3. We shall use the book for the bidding prayers for the time being.
4. We really thank God for Anthony Reed and pray he is equipped with all the necessary graces as he embraces the call to become Permanent Deacon.  His main roles for us in the parish will be leading Morning Prayers, support the RCIA, be part of the Blandford ministers as parish Representatives, lead the Stations of the Cross, and most especially organize the Benedictions in the absence of a priest, etc.   It is the icing on the cake for me.
5. The parish is 'green and clean'.  We thank all workers for their good job.  Please feel free to take the apples in our garden.
6. We need to work from the central account and not private accounts in parish matters.  And no arbitrary decisions should be made without approval from the Finance Committee.
7. We were to have hosted the Deanery meeting on the 13th of next month, as I had agreed to be host.  But due to some critical changes, it will no longer be in our parish for now.


8. After next month we will no longer continue the monthly evening Mass on Sundays.
9. I thank you all for your generous hearts.  I shall use the support of £500 for my holiday on       29 -30th.
10. If you wish to see me for anything please come between now and the 25th of the month as there are a series of events coming up including:  the Deaconate Ordination; Mass for newly elected Canons on 21st; meeting with the Catenians on 23rd; my holiday and continuous formation from 28th-31st of the month.

BASIC INSTRUCTION 
Q: 	From whom does the Holy Spirit proceed?
A:	The Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son.

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 21/22 August:    not available
 
Thank you to all who contributed.
With many blessings on our parish family, 
								Father Donald

	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	12/09/26
	Ride & Stride

	15/09/26
	Knit & Natter, in the hall, 2-4 pm

	16/09/26
	Tea and Cake in the hall, 3 pm

	16/09/26
	RCIA, 7 pm

	19&20/09/19-20/09
	Dinesh will talk to us about his situation

	20/09/26
	Diaconate Ordination of Anthony Reed, 4 pm, St Mary's RC Church, Poole



[image: ]RIDE AND STRIDE is happening this Saturday  - 12th September. Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to help in any way - it is much appreciated. You can still sponsor Richard and me via this link  Ride and stride 2026  or I will be at Mass on Sunday 13th and Saturday 19th with my paper sponsorship form. The money raised goes to the Dorset Historic Churches Trust, which then funds projects supporting church repairs and maintenance throughout Dorset . But 50% of the money we will raise is returned to our church here in Blandford to support its maintenance.
UPDATE ON DINESH   Dinesh will visit next weekend (19th/20th) and will attend Vigil Mass on Saturday evening and Sunday morning Mass to meet us and talk about his situation. We have been supporting Dinesh for well over a year now, as he awaits his appeal hearing to remain in this country.  We pray that the hearing will be held soon.                                                               Marie

CONGRATULATIONS! – We pray for Francesca Reed (daughter of Anthony & Debra) and        Lt Jack Moore who have announced their engagement.   May God bless them with every grace and happiness together.                                                                                                   Anthony & Debra
MESSAGE FROM DAN  As a volunteer my working hours and days are not fixed. Please allow 2-3 working days for a response.  Thank you.                                             Dan Murphy,Secretary
MEDJUGORJE PILGRIMAGE – ONLY SIX SPACES LEFT    The Our Lady of Lourdes Pilgrimage to Medjugorje is in the early stages o organisation. We will be flying from Bristol to Split Thursday 1st to Thursday 8th of October.  £785pp sharing; £150 single supplement.           Half-board, fully guided Pilgrimage with Marian Pilgrimages. Please contact plymouth-plympton@prcdtr.org.uk if you are interested in joining us.                                                                      		       Jemma Nicholls, Parish Secretary, Plymouth East Roman Catholic Churches
ORDINATION TO THE PERMANENT DIACONATE OF ANTHONY REED on Sunday     20 September at 4 pm at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 211a Wimborne Road, Poole, BH15 2EG – if you have indicated on the form at the back of the church that you intend to attend and that you require a lift and arrangements have not yet been made for you to travel with someone, please see Anthony or Fr. Donald.  By the way, attendance at the Ordination Mass fulfils the Sunday obligation.                                                                                                                        Anthony
CATHOLIC DIARIES 2027 - If you wish to order a Catholic Diary for 2027 please put your name and colour choice (not guaranteed) on the list at the back of the church.  The cost per diary is approx. £6.50 plus postage.   I intend to place the order some time in October but the final weekend for orders will be in the newsletter. These will again be ordered from the Shrine Shop in Walsingham.  The diaries are the same style and colour choices, & the content includes two pages per week, Monthly Planner (one page per month); General Holidays; Church/Special Holidays; Order of Mass.  If more than 12 are ordered, post is free.                                              Ruth Hiscock  

APPEAL FOR CLEANERS  Thank you to those who help to keep the church and hall so beautifully clean and tidy. Unfortunately the number of cleaners has reduced and so we are[image: ] appealing for extra cleaners, either voluntary or paid.  If you feel you could help please speak to Father Donald.

[image: ]
KNIT & NATTER   Meets on Tuesdays 2 - 4 pm in the Hall.  Next meeting 15th.  You are very welcome to join us.





NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  New list:  Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Porridge Oats, Rice,  Tinned Kidney Beans/Lentils/Chickpeas, Washing-up Liquid, Shampoo[image: ], Soup.   Thank you.         	                                                                                                                                          Jan 



[image: ]EMPOWERING VULNERABLE CHILDREN  As you may remember, the Parish had a visit from Ted and Judi Fawcett to update us on Jackline's progress.  She has now finished her school education and is going to study to become a nurse.  Her studies will go on for another three years and will cost BUT with all of our support over the years Judi has told us that Jackline has enough money in her account (i.e. £6,000) to support her through this stage in getting her the qualifications in nursing.   This is so amazing that our little parish has succeeded in giving Jackline a future so that she may help her people in her country, Uganda.  Can I put this question to the Parish - "Do we wish to support another young vulnerable child from the orphanage in Uganda?"  If you feel called to carry on another wonderful challenge, please let me know your thoughts.
I will take this opportunity to ask if someone would like to step in with me, to help me to continue this project if we decide to continue.  There is very little involved but it is only right and good to have two or three people involved.   Blessings.                                                            Frances Hyde
Letter from Jackline, dated 26 June 2026:
Dear the parish of Our Lady of Lourdes,
	I hereby submit my greetings to you all in the name of our almighty God the provider of wealth as well as health.  I am glad that your doing well over there.
	I am writing to inform you about my well being ati school and at home.  Since I joined Senior Four first term was full of hard work, studying during day; preps both morning and evening.  For sure first term is meant for seriousness.  Then the holiday commenced.  I had to make research about senior four topics which were not covered yet in order to acquire more knowledge that would help me pass the examination.
	I also managed to make practice of playing violin and revising music notes.  In  my free time I would help with home chores like cooking, mopping the house, cleaning around the house (sweeping the compound).
	Second term began, whereby it was full of co-curricular activities; participating in education week.  Education week is a competition organised among different schools to compete in different aspects like singing, traditional dancing, bible reading, and essay writing.  And our school participated in it and we managed to win a trophy at the parish level and right now we are practising for another level (Denary level).
	During second term senior fours students hold prom parties and it is the season.  It requires hair dressing, putting on fancy clothes, high heels and behaving like princesses.  I am hereby preparing for the occasion.
	But what I don't forget is that all the joys, happiness I am going through is because of you.  Thank you so much for your ceaseless support.
Your loving daughter,
Namatovu Jackline

5 of 5
	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER – PLEASE TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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Snooze two
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