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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday	  1 August	St Alphonsus Liguori, Bp, D (1696-1787) (Mem)
		9.30 am Exposition of the			10 am HOLY MASS
		Blessed Sacrament & Confession
		5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
EIGHTEENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME  A2
Sunday            2 August	9 am CHILDREN'S HOLY MASS 	5.30 pm HOLY MASS
Monday	 3 August	9.10 am Morning Prayer			NO MASS					Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary
		& Cenacle Prayer Group		
Tuesday	 4 August	St John Mary Vianney, Pr (1786-1859)
		Patron of priests
		6.10 pm Evening Prayer			6.30 pm HOLY MASS
Wednesday	 5 August 	Dedication of the Basilica of St Mary Major (Opt Mem)
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Thursday	 6 August	THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD, FEAST
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Friday		 7 August     St Sixtus II Pope, M, and Companions, Mm (Opt Mem)
		 No Morning Prayer or Benediction	12 noon Funeral of Ann Walsh
Saturday	 8 August	St Dominic, Pr (c1170-1221) (Mem)
		9.30 am Exposition of the			(NO MASS)
	   	Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday            9 August	9 am HOLY MASS

	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); and all housebound, bereaved and suffering.



	 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR AUGUST - FOR EVANGELIZATION IN THE CITY
Let us pray that in large cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the gospel, discovering creative paths to build community.



Special Prayers - during summertime:
· We pray for a deeper understanding between Christians and Jews.  For all people of faith, that mutual respect and the promotion of peace may be a voice for good; and for Christian and Jewish believers, that their shared heritage of the divine Word of God may enrich life and faith and deepen understanding.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Father Francis will be here for the Baptism of Leander on 1st August.  He may also celebrate Masses for us on 1st and 2nd August if convenient for him.
2. Please welcome Ted and Judi Fawcett who are with us this weekend to tell us about how we are supporting Jackline in Uganda, and about the charity Empowering Vulnerable Children. 
3. We continue to pray for all sick members of our parish and all those who have requested our prayers.
 BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q: 	What are the things Christ will judge?
A: 	 Christ will judge our thoughts, words, works, and omissions.

COLLECTIONS:  Weekly Offerings: 25/26 July: tbc
				   Thank you to all who contributed.
With many blessings on our parish family, 
								Father Donald



	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	02//08/26
	Cake Sale after Mass  

	19/08/26
	Tea and Cake in the hall, 3 pm

	20/08/26
	Father Donald's 10th anniversary 

	23/08/26
	Celebration Mass for Father Donald's Anniversary



	01/09/26
	Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm in the hall (no meetings in August)

	12/09/26
	Quiz and Bingo Evening, 6.45 pm

	20/09/26
	Diaconate Ordination of Anthony Reed, 4 pm, St Mary's RC Church, Poole



CAKE SALE for Dinesh and his family   This Sunday 2nd August: after 9am Mass.

FR. DONALD’S 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY of Ordination to the Priesthood - Fr. Donald reaches this milestone on 20 August. To celebrate this event, we are having a “brunch” (pastries, croissants, jams, scones, etc) after Mass on Sunday 23 August. If you intend joining us in that celebration, please add your name to the list at the back of the church.                                                  Anthony
ORDINATION TO THE PERMANENT DIACONATE OF ANTHONY REED on Sunday 20 September at 4 pm at St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 211a Wimborne Road, Poole, BH15 2EG – if you intend going to Anthony’s Ordination Mass, please add your name to the form at the back of the church. Also, please indicate whether you require or can offer a lift.                               Anthony
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)  We are preparing for our next RCIA course and need volunteers to put up flyers and posters around the community. This simple task is essential for helping newcomers find the Church and come to know Jesus. If you can assist with distribution starting this week, please speak with Anthony Reed, Sophie Pain, or Marie Fisher.
QUIZ & BINGO EVENING – Saturday 12 September at 6.45 pm – there will be a Quiz & Bingo Evening after the Saturday Evening Mass on 12 September to raise funds for Dinesh. Entry is a minimum donation of £5 per person, which will include supper and one bingo ticket for each bingo game. Tea, coffee and juice will be provided; please feel free to bring any other drinks. Additional bingo tickets can be purchased on the night, as can raffle tickets. The last Quiz & Bingo event we hosted a number of months ago was well-supported, great fun and raised important funds for Dinesh. As the Church Hall is limited to 35-40 people, please enter your name on the form at the back of the church to confirm your attendance.                                                           Anthony
COUNTING & BANKING the weekly giving is an important part [image: ]of running the parish finances. Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to only 3 pairs (ie each pair counts every 3 weeks). If you attend Sunday Mass and/or would be willing to join the counting rota, please contact me or Andrew (Parish Treasurer).  You would always be paired with an experienced counter! Also, if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church, collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford, please contact me or Andrew.	                                                                        Ruth

[image: ]NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank) Tinned Vegetables, Fish and Soup, Female Deodorant, Toothpaste, Jam/Marmalade, Cereal, Jars of Coffee, Porridge Oats, UHT Milk.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                 Thank you.                                    Jan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
KNIT & NATTER GROUP  Our next meeting will be Tuesday 1st September after our August break.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
[image: ]FRIENDS OF BLANDFORD HOSPITAL Would you enjoy meeting new people, helping the community and getting out and about? Long-standing local charity Friends of Blandford Hospital are seeking volunteer drivers. A little of your spare time can make a huge difference, fuel and expenses are reimbursed. See the poster on the noticeboard for more information and contact details.	           Dan                                                                                        




St Cajetan (1480-1547)  Feast Day 7 August
St Cajetan's noble birth and education had poised him for worldly success.  In 1506 he launched his secular career as a senator at Vicenza, Italy, his home town.  But concern and compassion for the condition of the Christian people persuaded him to change directions.  Ordained a priest in 1516, he devoted the rest of his years to renewing the church. ...
He recognized that the 16th century church was "sick in head and members".  Clergy both high and low had descended into decadence, and laypeople had drifted away from their faith.  Cajetan responded to the vast need by doing what little he could.  In Rome, Vicenza and Verona he organized clergy and laity into a confraternity called the Oratory of Divine Love.  Like St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, he focused his associates on prayer and service to the poorest of the poor.  In the Oratory, he said, we serve God by worship.  In our hospital we actually find him.  At the heart of his piety was the sacrament of the Eucharist, which many were neglecting.  For example, in 1522 he wrote a letter of encouragement to Elizabeth Porto, his pregnant niece, urging her to receive communion frequently:  I desire that as the Virgin Mary visited Elizabeth and - through her Jesus - sanctified both Elizabeth and the son in her womb, so may he deign, because of your goodness, to visit you and the fruit of  your womb.  May he come to you so that you, who are the tree, and the fruit you produce may now and forever live to the joy of the angels and to the glory of blessed Christ.
My daughter, I am a sinner, I hold myself in low esteem, but I take recourse to the true servants of the Lord and to his mother that beseech blessed Christ on your behalf.  But I remind you that even all the saints are unable to make you as beloved by Christ as you yourself are able.  Will to be so, and if you wish Christ to love  you and help you, then love him.  Direct your will toward pleasing him always.  Never doubt that, even if you are abandoned by the saints and by all creatures, he will always help you in your need.
We always ought to give him thanks, love him, obey him and remain close to him as often as possible.  He has left himself in the form of food - oh, the unhappy Christian that does not know his gift!  We are able to possess Christ, the son of the Virgin Mary and we do not desire him.  Trouble comes to the one who does not care to receive him.
In 1523, Cajetan cofounded the Theatines, an order of reforming priests.  They took their name from, John Peter Caraffa then bishop of Theate and later Pope Paul IV.  The Theatines took vows and lived in community, but involved themselves actively in pastoral work - preaching, tending the sick and reviving frequent participation in the sacraments.  But their special concern was the renewal of priests through a call to repentance, spiritual discipline, study of Scripture, and Christian leadership.  In their contributions to the Catholic Reformation the Theatines were overshadowed only by the larger and more widespread Jesuits.
Exhausted by his labour and disappointed by the slow pace of reform, Cajetan died in Naples in 1547.                                                                                             [from The Times Book of Saints]
I shall never be content till I see Christians flocking like little children to feed on the Bread of Life, and with eagerness and delight, not with fear and false shame.                                      - St Cajetan
Ask the Virgin Mary constantly to come to y ou with her glorious Son.  Who in the Blessed Sacrament is truly the Food of your soul.  She will give him to you readily.                  - St Cajetan
Spread love everywhere you go.  Be the living expression of God's kindness.  Kindness in your face.  Kindness in your eyes.  Kindness in your smile.  Kindness in your warm greeting.                                                             										 - St Mother Teresa of Calcutta  
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	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER – PLEASE TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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