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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday	 4 July	Blessed John Cornelius & Companions Mm (Mem)
		The Chideock (Dorset) Martyrs (died 1594)
		9.30 am Exposition of the			10 am MORNING MASS
		    Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
FOURTEENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME (A2)
Sunday	  5 July        9 am CHILDREN'S MASS and 5.30 pm MASS  
Monday	  6 July	St Maria Goretti V M (1890-1902) (Opt Mem)     		
		Patron of rape victims and teenage girls
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30am HOLY MASS
						followed by  Divine Mercy
						Chaplet, Rosary & Cenacle
						Prayer Group
Tuesday	 7 July	6.10 pm Evening Prayer			6.30 pm HOLY MASS
Wednesday	 8 July	9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Thursday	 9 July	St Augustine Zhao Rong Pr M (1746-1815)
		 & Companions Mm (died 1648-1930)
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Friday           10 July	9.10 pm Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
					followed by Benediction
Saturday       11 July	ST BENEDICT Ab (c480-c550), FEAST
		PATRON OF EUROPE
		9.30 am Exposition of the
	   	Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday          12 July	9 am HOLY MASS - SEA SUNDAY* 
		- FIFTEENTH SUNDAY,[image: ]  ORDINARY TIME
* There will be a mandatory collection NEXT Sunday for
 the Apostleship of the Sea
   		
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Mary Keen; Charlie Welch; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); and all housebound, bereaved and suffering at this time.



	 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR JULY
 For respect for human life:  let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.



Special Prayers:
· For all who care for and nurture human life from its very beginnings and growth to its final years.
· For legislators and those in authority, may they respect and protect human life in all its stages.
· During summertime, we pray for a deeper understanding between Christians and Jews.  For all people of faith, that mutual respect and the promotion of peace may be a voice for good; and for Christian and Jewish believers, that their shared heritage of the divine Word of God may enrich life and faith and deepen understanding.
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. This Sunday (5 July) there will be an additional Mass at 5.30 pm, including some Latin.
2. St Catherine's parish Wimborne is having Confirmation of candidates this Saturday 4 July at 5pm.  Let us pray for them.
3. I regret to announce the death of Colin Stockford. His funeral will be at 11am on Wednesday 22 July. Let us pray for his happy repose.
BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q: 	What do you mean by the words 'he ascended into heaven'?
A: 	By the words 'he ascended into heaven' I mean that our Saviour went up Body and Soul into heaven on Ascension Day, forty days after his resurrection.

COLLECTIONS:  27/28 June: Weekly Offerings:  tbc   Thank you to all who contributed.
With many blessings on our parish family, 
								Father Donald

[image: ]EMERGENCY APPEAL: Two devastating earthquakes have struck northern Venezuela, killing and injuring many of our neighbours there and bringing down buildings. CAFOD's local partner, Caritas Venezuela, is ready to help the survivors of this crisis with emergency water, food and shelter. Please help to support this emergency by making a donation online: 
https://cafod.org.uk/give/donate-to-emergencies                                                          									Ali

	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	07/07/26
	Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm in the hall

	12/07/26
	Parish Barbecue

	15/07/26
	Tea and Cake in the hall, 3pm

	20/08/26
	Father Donald's 10th anniversary


COUNTING & BANKING   Counting and banking the weekly giving is an important part [image: ]of running the parish finances. Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to only 3 pairs for counting (ie each pair has to do the count every 3 weeks). If you attend Sunday Mass and would be willing to join the counting rota, please contact me or Andrew (Parish Treasurer).  You would always be paired with an experienced counter! Additionally, if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church, collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford, please contact me or Andrew.	      Ruth
[image: ]PARISH BARBECUE: NEXT SUNDAY 12 JULY
 Tickets: £10 for adults, £5 for children, with a maximum of £30 for a family.        This weekend is the final opportunity to put your name on the form at the back of the church to indicate your intention to come to the Barbecue. Tickets will be on sale after the weekend Masses and can be bought on the day, but the important thing from a catering viewpoint is to put your name on the form - please include numbers coming in order that the catering team know how much food to buy.  Please donate bottles for the bottle stall and raffle prizes for the raffle, both of which should be new and within the "Best Before" date.  Bric a Brac donations are also welcome.  Friends and family of parishioners are most welcome.						Anthony
Talent Call  Mike Hearn is an accomplished folk singer who has volunteered to entertain us at the barbecue.  Is there anyone else willing to entertain us, by singing, dancing, etc?		Marie
Knit and Natter Group at the BBQ!  We will be having a table at the BBQ to sell knitted items: hats, blankets for cots and prams, gloves, etc.  Any proceeds will be for Mary’s Meals "a Charity that helps feeds more than three million children every school day.  Whether you give money, time, prayer, or help to spread our message – your little act of love can give children living in some of the world’s poorest countries hope for a better future.” (See also entry below for details of next meeting if you would like to join our group.)								Ruth
TEA AND CAKE  Wednesday,15th July at 3pm in the hall.  Everyone welcome.  If you would like to join us but need a lift please let Father Donald know (number at the top of the Newslettter.
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  New List:  Female Deodorant, Toothpaste, Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Jars of Coffee, Porridge Oats, Tinned Fish, Soup, UHT Milk.  Thank you.  Jan
KNIT & NATTER GROUP meets every Tuesday from 2 to 4 pm in the hall.  Everyone welcome.   Remember - you don't have to be a Knitter - we enjoy the Nattering together just as much! See you at our stall at the BBQ!                                                                                                               Julie	                                                                                                                 
[image: ]FRIENDS OF BLANDFORD HOSPITAL Would you enjoy meeting new people, helping the community and getting out and about? Long-standing local charity Friends of Blandford Hospital are seeking volunteer drivers. A little of your spare time can make a huge difference, fuel and expenses are reimbursed. See the poster on the noticeboard for more information and contact details.		      Dan


Maria Goretti (1890-1902)  Feast Day 6th July
In 1900 two farm labourers relocated their destitute families to an old barn near Nettuno, Italy.  Luigi Goretti, his wife Assunta, and their 6 children moved in with Giovanni Serenelli and his teenaged son.  Soon after the move, Luigi died, leaving Assunta to carry on his work.  Maria, her oldest child who was 10, assumed the household duties and cheerfully supported her mother.
At 12 Maria was already a beautiful young woman.  Alessandro, then 19 twice made advances toward her. She rebuffed him and kept his propositions secret because he had threatened to kill her.
On 5 July 1902 Maria sat atop the hovel's stairs mending Alessandro's shirt.  He stormed past her, ordered her into a bedroom, grabbed her, and attempted to rape her.   "No! No! No!" Maria cried "Don't touch me Alessandro!  It's a sin!"  She resisted him with all her strength.  Angered beyond control, he stabbed her 14 times.
Maria survived a pain-filled 24 hours in the hospital.  She showed more concern for where her mother would sleep in the hospital than for herself.  Before she died she forgave Alessandro and prayed for God to have mercy on him.
Alessandro was sentenced to 30 years hard labour and imprisoned at Noto, Sicily.  One night in 1910 he dreamed that Maria handed him a bouquet of lilies and he began to feel remorse.  Soon after, Bishop Blandini of Noto visited him, explaining that Maria had forgiven him and that God would also forgive him.  The message struck home.  A few days later Alessandro sent the bishop this letter:
I cannot tell you what comfort has come to my sorrowing soul through the conversation with Your Excellency, for which I send my most heartfelt gratitude.
It is indeed true that in a moment of mental aberration I was led to commit a barbarous murder which the law has already punished.  But I can never accuse myself of doing it with the sole and firm purpose of committing so great a wrong.  The fact that I was very young and knew little about life was the primary cause which brought me to such a step which I regret bitterly. 
I regret doubly the evil I have done, because I realize that I have taken the life of a poor, innocent girl.  Up to the last moment she wanted to protect her honour, sacrificing herself rather than give in to my wishes.  This it was that drove me to so terrible and deplorable a deed.  Publicly, I detest the evil I have done.  And I ask God's forgiveness and that of the poor, desolate family for this great wrong I committed.  I hope that I too, like so many others in this world, may obtain pardon.
I declare this to Your Excellency with the hope that you also will pardon me this great crime of my inexperienced youth.  May your prayers united to mine obtain for me the forgiveness of Him who governs all things, and the calm and the blessing of the poor departed one.
Alessandro was released from prison early for good behaviour.  He reformed his life and ultimately joined the Franciscan Third Order.  Pope Pius XII canonized Maria Goretti in 1950.  Assunta was present for the event, the first time a mother was present when her child was declared a saint.
On Christmas Eve 1936 Alessandro visited Assunta and asked her to forgive him, which she did.  And together they attended Midnight Mass in the church where Maria lay buried.  Alessandro was also present in St Peter's Square in 1950, probably the first murderer to attend the canonization of his victim.                                                                                                 [The Times Book of Saints]
"Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is in you since you have received him from God.  You are not your own property; you have been bought and paid for.  That is why you should use your body for the glory of God."                      [First letter of St Paul to the Corinthians]

We have only one thing that we must do - that is, pray to the Blessed Virgin.  Ask her for the grace to love our Lord as she loves Him and to remain faithful to Him in life and in death. - St Bernadette
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	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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