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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday	18 July	9.30 am Exposition of the
		 Blessed Sacrament & Confession
		5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
SIXTEENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME (A2)
Sunday	19 July        9 am HOLY MASS *   
Monday	20 July	St Apollinaris (died 1st/2nd century) (Opt Mem)   		
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
						followed by  Divine Mercy		
						Chaplet, Rosary & Cenacle		
						Prayer Group				
     Tuesday	21 July	St Lawrence of Brindisi Pr Dr (1559-1619)
		6.10 pm Evening Prayer			6.30 pm HOLY MASS
Wednesday	22 July	ST MARY MAGDLENE, FEAST
		No Morning Prayer			11 am REQUIEM MASS
					for Colin Stockford	
Thursday	23 July        ST BRIDGET OF SWEDEN, Rel (1303-1373),  FEAST
	                     PATRON OF EUROPE			
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Friday		24 July        St Sharbel Makhluf, Pr (1828-1898) (Opt Mem)	
		9.10 pm Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
					followed by Benediction
Saturday	25 July	ST JAMES - APOSTLE, FEAST
		9.30 am Exposition of the		(NO MASS)
	   	Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		5.30 pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday          26 July	9 am HOLY MASS
		- SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY,  ORDINARY TIME
* There will be a retiring collection this weekend for the Plymouth Secular Clergy Fund for Sick for Retired Clergy of the Plymouth Diocese.
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Mary Keen; Charlie Welch; Natalie Quirke (Christina Morley's niece); and all housebound, bereaved and suffering.



	 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR JULY
 For respect for human life:  let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognizing it as a gift from God.



Special Prayers - this month:
· For all who care for and nurture human life from its very beginnings and growth to its final years.
· For legislators and those in authority, may they respect and protect human life in all its stages.
Special Prayers - during summertime:
· We pray for a deeper understanding between Christians and Jews.  For all people of faith, that mutual respect and the promotion of peace may be a voice for good; and for Christian and Jewish believers, that their shared heritage of the divine Word of God may enrich life and faith and deepen understanding.
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
1. We wish to thank once more all the organizers, contributors and participants of the barbecue.
2. To the glory of God, we are happy to announce the Diaconate Ordination of Mr Anthony Reed on Sunday, 20th September 2026.  We shall announce the banns of Ordination for three consecutive Sundays.  The time for the Ordination is 4 pm and the venue is St Mary's RC Church, Oakdale, Poole.
3. We have already formed an organization committee who will direct the parish on how we go about the Diaconate Ordination of Anthony as Permanent Deacon.  There will be a meeting at 6 pm next Friday, 24th July, for further arrangements and discussions.
4. We encourage all to join the Requiem Mass of Colin Stockford on 22nd of this month at 11 am.
5. Father Francis will be here for the Baptism of Leander on 1st August.  He will may also celebrate Masses for us on 1st and 2nd August if convenient for him.
6. Ted Fawcett and his wife Judi will also come on 1st and 2nd August to tell the parish about our support for Jackline in Uganda, and the charity Empowering Vulnerable Children.
7. We continue to pray for all sick members of our parish and all those who have requested our prayers.
 BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q: 	What is the seventh article of the Creed?
A: 	The seventh article of the Creed is 'From thence he shall come to judge the living and the dead'.

COLLECTIONS: 11/12 July: Weekly Offerings:  £326.82  Thank you to all who contributed.
With many blessings on our parish family, 
								Father Donald
	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	21/07/26
	Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm in the hall

	19/08/26
	Tea and Cake in the hall, 3 pm

	20/08/26
	Father Donald's 10th anniversary 

	23/08/26
	Celebration Mass for Father Donald's Anniversary

	20/09/26
	Diaconate Ordination of Anthony Reed, 4 pm



FUNERAL MASS, COLIN STOCKFORD, 22nd July, 11 am  A message from Gemma, Colin's daughter:  Please wear what you are happy with, black not required. (The family are hoping it won't be a very black funeral). Please would you share your intention to attend with Anna Hayball on hayballanna@gmail.com so that the family have an idea of numbers for refreshments.
CAFOD EMERGENCY APPEAL Two devastating earthquakes have struck northern Venezuela, killing and injuring many people and bringing down buildings.  Our partner, Caritas Venezuela, is ready to help the survivors with water, food and shelter. Please help us to support this emergency by making a donation online:  https://cafod.org.uk/give/donate-to-emergencies                    Thank you.
	There are also CAFOD envelopes at the back of church. If you wish to donate using these, please put your donations in an envelope and put in the offertory baskets.  The envelopes say Family Fast Day,  but Andrew will ensure the money is sent to CAFOD's Venezuela appeal.          Anna and Ali
FR. DONALD’S 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY of Ordination to the Priesthood - Fr. Donald reaches this milestone on 20 August. To celebrate this event, we are having a “brunch” (pastries, croissants, jams, scones, etc) after Mass on Sunday 23 August. If you intend joining us in that celebration, please add your name to the list at the back of the church.                                                  Anthony
COUNTING & BANKING the weekly giving is an important part [image: ]of running the parish finances. Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to only 3 pairs (ie each pair counts every 3 weeks). If you attend Sunday Mass and/or would be willing to join the counting rota, please contact me or Andrew (Parish Treasurer).  You would always be paired with an experienced counter! Also, if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church, collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford, please contact me or Andrew.	                                                                        Ruth
[image: ]NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank) Female Deodorant, Toothpaste, Jam/Marmalade, Cereal, Jars of Coffee, Porridge Oats, Tinned Fish and Soup, UHT Milk. Thank you.  Jan                                                                                                                                                                                               
KNIT & NATTER GROUP - the amount raised at the BBQ stall for Mary's Meals was £41.00.  Thank you to all who supported us.  We meet on 21st and 28th July and then 1 September.  We have decided not to meet in August.                                                                                                    Ruth                                                                                                      
[image: ]FRIENDS OF BLANDFORD HOSPITAL Would you enjoy meeting new people, helping the community and getting out and about? Long-standing local charity Friends of Blandford Hospital are seeking volunteer drivers. A little of your spare time can make a huge difference, fuel and expenses are reimbursed. See the poster on the noticeboard for more information and contact details.		      Dan
JACKLINE  The money you have so kindly given amounts to £500.  To have the privilege of actually helping this young student is immensely special.  As a small parish it is wonderful to be able to see Jackline through her studies to become a doctor.  I feel the way we support her is Jesus living in us as Christians, showing an example of God's love. Thank you so much.         Frances                                                                                                  
St Sharbel (Charbal): Saint of the Mass (1828-1898)  Canonized 9 October 1977  Feast Day 24 July
Lebanonese Yousef Makhlouf was the youngest of 5 children of very devout Christian parents, born about 50 miles east of Tripoli.  When he was 3 the country was invaded by Egypt and his father, among many other peasants, was conscripted for military service.  Sadly, while returning home, he died and Yousef was brought up under the care of his uncle, learning to read, write, serve Mass and sing in the village church choir. His favourite book as a boy was 'The Imitation of Christ' ... As a shepherd aged 14 his love and longing for God led him to seek a cave where he would spend long hours in prayer and often visit a nearby hermitage.
At 23 his yearning for God became so strong that one morning he simply left home and, after an arduous trek over the mountains, reached the Maronite Monastery of Our Lady of Maifouk.  He began his novitiate there, changing his name to Sharbel (Charbal), after a 2nd century martyr to whom he was devoted.  Apart from being called to prayer 7 times a day, over the years his training to become a monk, then a priest, was rigorous and diverse, studying theology, philosophy, Sacred Scripture, and many practical skills.  "The profundity of the priestly vocation so consumed him that at the time of his ordination in 1859 he made a silent vow to devote the rest of his life to living the ineffable mystery of his daily Mass."
"Sharbel's humility and poverty bordered on the incredible.  He deliberately kept his hood well over his brow; wore the same coarse, tattered habit for all seasons; reserved kitchen scraps for his food; and would never even look upon money. ... His Mass was always said with great recollection ... One of the monks testified: 'He was always rapt in ecstasy, meditating, thinking, absorbed by the things of God, so that the sight of him was proof that his heart, his soul, his thoughts were steeped in God.'"  His final move was to the Abbey of St Maron, at Annaya where he felt increasingly drawn to solitude eventually asking permission to occupy a vacant hermitage - a small, circular stone building, 'unimaginably bleak', devoid of heating, windows, furniture or even a bed, temperatures outside plunging below freezing for much of the year.  Food was brought to him once a day from the monastery.

In this bleak setting he spent his entire day preparing for, celebrating, and giving thanks for his daily Mass.
He began to be noticed outside the monastery and people started to seek him out because of his ability to read souls in the confessional and because miracles were attributed to his intercession.
 
After 23 years in the hermitage and while elevating the Sacred Host he suddenly collapsed with a stroke.  For 8 days "As he lay on his matting of leaves he struggled to conclude the sublime prayer he had been repeating at the altar. 'O Father of truth, behold your Son, a victim to please You: deign to accept him because he suffered death for me and my justification.  Behold the offering, receive it from my unworthy hands; may it appease you in my regard, and by it, may you forget the transgressions which I have committed in the sight of your majesty.'
	'Here is his blood shed on Golgotha for my salvation.  He cries unto you on my behalf; considering his merit, accept my offering.  How numerous are my sins, but how abounding are your mercies! If you weigh them in a balance, your mercies will outweigh them like mountains of immense weight.'
	''Consider the sins, but at the same time, consider the holocaust offered for their expiation; holocaust ad victim exceed greatly the sins.  Because I have sinned, your beloved Son endured the torment of the nails and lance, and his sufferings are sufficient to satisfy you and give me life.'
He died on Christmas Eve 1898.  A series of unusual happenings followed his death, including  'a great glow of light hovering over his grave which persisted for 45 days. .. on exhumation, his body was found to produce an outpouring of dew-like perspiration of blood and water which suffused his entire body.   One of Lebanon's most eminent physicians, Dr G Choukrallah, certified in 1952 'After examining the incorrupt body many times I have always been astonished at its state of preservation and especially by this reddish liquid exuded by it .. It is a phenomenon so unique that perhaps no doctor has seen the like, or the history of medicine every recorded anything similar ... My personal opinion, based on study and experience, is that this body is preserved by a supernatural power." 
Thousands of miracles have been claimed through Fr Sharbel's intercession and numerous conversions.  Very many Jews, Muslims and other non-Christians and unbelievers have been baptized following a visit to Annaya.
 [* The Maronite Order of monks was founded in the 4th century following the death of St Maron, a monk, and in 1695 the different communities in the Lebanon united under a single Rule and Superior General; their statutes were approved by Pope Clement XII in 1732.]                                                                             (Various sources) 
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	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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