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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday	20 June	St Alban, Proto-Martyr of England (died c209 or c254))
		9.30 am Exposition of the			NO MORNING MASS
		   Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY
Sunday	21 June	9.00 am  HOLY MASS
		Mandatory Collection - DAY FOR LIFE
TWELFTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday	22 June	ST JOHN FISHER, Bp M, & ST THOMAS MORE, FEAST
		FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER PERSECUTION, OPPRESSION & 		           DENIAL OF HUMAN RIGHTS
		9.10 am Morning Prayer				9.30am HOLY MASS
						followed by  Divine Mercy
						Chaplet, Rosary & Cenacle
						Prayer Group
Tuesday	23 June	St Edward, King, M (died 979) (Mem) NO HOLY MASS
Wednesday	24 June	THE NATIVITY OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST (SOL)
		9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Thursday	25 June	9.10 am Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
Friday	26 June	9.10 pm Morning Prayer			9.30 am HOLY MASS
					followed by Benediction
Saturday	27 June	St Cyril of Alexandria, Bp Dr
		9.30 am Exposition of the			NO MORNING MASS
		    Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
		5.30 pm VIGIL OF SS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
Sunday	28 June	9 am SS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES
		Mandatory Collection - Peter's Pence		

	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan;  Lynette Phillips; Mary Keen; Charlie Welch; and all those housebound, bereaved and suffering at this time.



	 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR JUNE
Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace, encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.



Special Prayers:
· For all who care for and nurture human life from its very beginnings and growth to is final years
· For legislators and those in authority may they respect and protect human life in all its stages
ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Afternoon tea & cake at Our Lady of Lourdes and St Cecilia starting from this Wednesday, 24 June at 3 pm we plan to have a monthly gathering for 1-1½ hours in the Parish Hall, for anyone who would like to join in a Parish activity and meet up with people you know or to make new friends (at no cost). If anyone has difficulty in getting out and would like a lift, please let me know on my mobile number (07931939907).
2. We thank God for Gios and Katharina who were confirmed at St Mary's Parish, Poole last Sunday.
3. Unfortunately the Bournemouth Sinfonietta Choir will not be using our church for their baroque evening in December after all as there will be insufficient space.
4. Church Flowers - The wall box near the side entrance of the church is now intended for donations for flowers.  £40 has been donated so far - thank you.
5. There will be a collection this weekend for Day for Life. Also, next Sunday we celebrate Saint Peter and St Paul, and there will be the annual collection for Peter's Pence.
 	BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q: 	On what day did Christ rise again from the dead?
A: 	Christ rose again from the dead on Easter Sunday.

COLLECTIONS:  13/14 June: Weekly Offerings:  £242.01   Thank you to all who contributed.

ROTAS for READERS/COUNTERS/SACRISTANS: are displayed in the church hall and/or in the porch.
With many blessings on our parish family, 

								Father Donald
	D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y

	23/06/26
	Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm in the hall

	24/06/26
	Afternoon Tea, 3 pm in the hall

	12/07/26
	Parish Barbecue

	20/08/26
	Father Donald's 10th anniversary


[image: ]COUNTING & BANKING   New Rotas have been emailed for the next few months.  Counting and the banking of the weekly giving is an important part of the running of the parishes finances.  Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to 3 pairs for counting, also the bankers.  So the Rota is every 3 weeks.  Banking - if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church to collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford then please contact myself or Andrew, the Parish Treasurer.  Counting - likewise anyone attending the Sunday Mass and who would be willing to join the counting rota please contact myself or Andrew.  You would always be paired with an experienced counter.					Ruth
YEAR-END STATEMENT The Parish year-end statement for 2025-26 has now been finalised and is on display on the noticeboard in the church hall.
[image: ]PARISH BARBECUE: SUNDAY 12 JULY
Tickets are now on sale after each weekend mass, priced at £10 for adults and £5 for children (with a maximum of £30 for a family). Please put your name on the form at the back of the church if you intend to come, as this gives the caterers an idea of numbers to cook for. There are also two boxes at the back of the church; one for donations to the Bottle Stall and Raffle (eg drinks, sauces, perfumes etc for the Bottle Stall and new, unopened items for the Raffle - all still within the “Best Before” date please!); the other box is for Bric a Brac. The Barbecue is the main parish social event in the year and everyone is invited to come and bring friends and family for what has always been an enjoyable occasion.	Anthony
			Talent call  Mike Hearn is an accomplished folk singer who has volunteered to sing for us at the barbecue.  Are there any other talented volunteers in the parish willing to entertain us, by singing, dancing, etc?							Marie
MISSIO  Please collect the summer report of Mission Today from the back of church - and if you are one of those who have a box,  there are still a few at the back of church to be collected.									Madeleine
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  New List: Cereal, Jars of Coffee, Porridge Oats, Shower [image: ]Gel,Tinned Carrots, Tinned Potatoes, Tinned Tomatoes, Toilet Rolls, UHT Milk. Nourish have sent the parish a thank you card, which is displayed on the noticeboard in the porch.[image: ]								Jan
KNIT and NATTER  Next meeting is 23 June, from 2pm to 4pm and all are[image: ] welcome. Remember - you don't have to be a Knitter - we enjoy the Nattering together just as much!								Julie
[image: ]FRIENDS OF BLANDFORD HOSPITAL Would you enjoy meeting new people, helping the community and getting out and about? Long-standing local charity Friends of Blandford Hospital are seeking volunteer drivers. A little of your spare time can make a huge difference, fuel and expenses are reimbursed. See the poster on the noticeboard for more information and contact details.		Dan
ANY NEW IDEAS for helping support Dinesh’s family are welcome. One suggestion was to invite one of the Red Arrows pilots (retired) to come and give a talk. What do you think? Would this be supported sufficiently? Another idea is to organise a raffle. Any thoughts?		Marie
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)  Our next course will begin in September and interested persons should please put their names in writing and what they may wish to achieve from the course.


[image: ]ST JOHN FISHER (Feast Day 22 June)
ST THOMAS MORE (Feast Day 22 June)

Quotes from St John Fisher
· A good man is not a perfect man; a good man is an honest man, faithful and unhesitatingly responsive to the voice of God in his life."
· "Death to the Saints is not a punishment but a reward."
· “Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is the most influential woman in history.” 
Quote from St Thomas More
"...Although, Margaret, I know well that my wickedness has been such that I know myself well worthy that God should let me slip, yet can I not but trust in his merciful goodness that as his grace has strengthened me hitherto and made me content in my heart to lose goods, land, and life too, rather than swear against my conscience, and has also put in the King towards me that good and gracious mind as yet he has taken from me nothing but my liberty with which, so help me God, his grace has done me so much good by the spiritual profit that I trust I take thereby, that among all his great benefits heaped on me so thick, I reckon, upon my faith, my imprisonment even the very chief. ..."  [from a letter of St Thomas More written in prison, to his daughter]


[image: ]NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST - 24 June
St Augustine tells us that "John's mother was old and barren while Christ's mother was young and a virgin. John's father was struck dumb for not believing that he would be born. The Virgin Mary believed and conceived Christ in faith. ...Zachary fell silent and lost the power of speech until John, the Lord's precursor, was born and restored his speech."


2 of 4
	IT'S YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU
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Elizabeth, Zechariah (often spelled Zachariah), and John are
prominent biblical figures from the Gospel of Luke, known as the
parents and prophet of the New Testament. Zechariah was a
Jewish priest and his wife, Elizabeth, was a relative of the Virgin
Mary. v Wikipedia +4

Their story centers on the miraculous birth of John the Baptist, often detailed through
the following key events:

« The Prophecy: According to the Wikipedia Article on Elizabeth, Elizabeth was
unable to conceive and was past childbearing age. The Archangel Gabriel
appeared to Zechariah in the temple, announcing they would have a son and his
name must be John. « Wikipedia +3

« The Silence of Zechariah: Because Zechariah initially doubted the angel's
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