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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday      2 May	         9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions	
                                            10 am   HOLY MASS	          St Athanasius, B, Dr. - Mem
                                             5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY
FIFTH WEEK OF EASTER (A)
Sunday	3 May	     9 am CHILDREN'S MASS
Monday        4 May	          9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS  followed by 										     Divine Mercy Chaplet, 										     Rosary and Cenacle Prayer 									     Group
			  					THE ENGLISH MARTYRS, FEAST
Tuesday         5 May            6.10 pm Evening Prayer       6.30 pm  HOLY MASS -  Mem
									St Richard Reynolds, Pr, M
					SURVIVORS OF SEXUAL ABUSE -
						see below for more details

Wednesday    6 May           9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS
		           	 	
Thursday       7 May           9.10am Morning Prayer        9.30 am HOLY MASS
		
Friday	            8 May	         9.10 am Morning Prayer         9.30 am HOLY MASS followed by 									Benediction and Adoration
 	
Saturday        9 May	          9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
                                              5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY	
Sunday         10 May            9 am HOLY MASS - SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan;  Martin Sheppard; Lynette Phillips; and all those housebound and suffering at this time.

		 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR MAY -  That everyone might have food.
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.






During Eastertide we pray especially:
· For new members of the Church, may they grow in love and understanding.
· For priests, deacons, teachers and catechists and all who form people in faith, may they deepen their own faith through those whom they meet.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
During the month of May there will be a decade of the Rosary after every Mass.
1.  	We thank God for a blessed Pilgrimage to Walsingham.  On behalf of all the parish members, may I thank the previous and present facilitators of this pilgrimage which takes place bi-annually.  May God bless us all as we resolve to become pilgrims and citizens of heaven.

2. 		For this month of May, in addition to the Friday Benedictions, we shall have periods of  Perpetual Adoration.  Interested devotees and volunteers may meet me for further clarification. 
I have observed that we have a number of  groups, such as the Divine Mercy, Cenacle, choir, altar servers, welcomers, cleaners, florist, etc.  During the Watch on Maundy Thursday some parishes divide it according to the various groups in the parish.  We could adopt this system subsequently and perhaps also for the Perpetual Adorations on Fridays for this month of May.  

3. 	The 24th of this month is Pentecost Sunday and usually our parish celebrates by having an International Day.  We have previously displayed the flags of various countries and said the prayers of the faithful in different languages.  Afterwards, we have had a little get-together in the parish hall.  We wish to continue in such spirit of unity in diversity.

N.B.  Pentecost is regarded as the birth of the Church, when the Holy Spirit fell on the Apostles and they spoke and understood different languages.  The one language understood by all humanity is LOVE, and that is why GOD IS LOVE (Deus caritas est).  Please could you bring along any little present that day that will be given to someone in the congregation you do not know.  As long as we all bring gifts, there will be enough to go around.  It is a LOVE FEAST! 

4.  	At 12 noon on Pentecost Sunday Charlotte will be baptized.	

 	BASIC INSTRUCTION

Q:	Why do we make the sign of the cross?

A:	We make the sign of the cross - first, to put us in mind of the Blessed Trinity; and secondly to remind us that God the Son died for us on the Cross.




COLLECTIONS: 25/26 April: Loose plate: £265.94  Thank you to all who contributed.	
ROTAS for READERS/COUNTERS/SACRISTANS: are displayed in the church hall and/or                  in the porch.
With many blessings on our parish family,
Father  Donald

D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y	
 2 May:        	Stay Awake!  10am  - 6pm,  The Thomas Hardye School, Dorchester
 3 May: 	Cake Sale in the hall after Sunday Mass
 5 May:	Knit and Natter, 2-4pm in the hall 
 6 May:	RCIA, 7-9 pm in the hall - all welcome
12 July:	Parish Barbecue
PILGRIMAGE TO WASINGHAM  Let us thank Our Lady for bringing many pilgrims to her home in Walsingham this year, and we pray for her continual intercsesions in our lives.  Madeleine
STAY AWAKE! 2026! Bishop Nicholas Hudson is coming to Stay Awake! this Saturday (2 May) at The Thomas Hardye School, Dorchester, DT1 2ET from 10 am to 6 pm. The day runs from 10 am to Mass with Bishop Nicholas (celebrating early Saturday evening).  Please get your tickets from www.stayawakejc.com (£12.50 for Adults and FREE for children).  An all age event with appropriate children's streams (so that parents can engage), keynote speakers (David Wells and Maria Heath); workshops and free pizza after Mass.  Bring a packed lunch but there will be plenty of free refreshments throughout the day and plenty of spiritual nourishment for all.   YOU are invited to celebrate and grow in your faith at Stay Awake, 2026! See you there! 
CAKE SALE: Please support our cake sale for Dinesh this Sunday, 3 May.  You may findother items to sell, such as jars of jam, biscuits and the like.   
Any new ideas for helping support Dinesh’s family are welcome.  One suggestion was to invite one of the Red Arrows pilots (retired ) to come and give a talk.  What do you think?  Would this be supported sufficiently?  Another idea is to organise a raffle.  Thoughts?                               Marie
2026 PARISH BARBECUE will take place on Sunday 12 July. Please note in your diaries. Further details to follow in the forthcoming weeks.                                                                        Anthony
THE PARISH BARBECUE 12 July:  Ashley Day who has entertained us for the last 3 years has another booking on 12 July.  Do we have talent within our parish?  Perhaps our beautiful Keralite girls will do some dancing? Mike Hearn is an accomplished folk singer and will sing for us.  Any other talented volunteers willing to entertain us?                                                                   Marie
MISSIO RED BOXES    Please take your boxes from the back of church (the amount you collected is on the label) and enjoy filling them up again!          [image: ]Madeleine             [image: ]                                                                                                                                     
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)   Nourish urgently needs:  Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Jars of Pasta Sauce, Rice, Tea-Bags (packs of 40), Tins of Meat and UHT milk.
KNIT and NATTER  Next meeting - 5th May - all welcome.		
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU.



Day of Prayer for Victim Survivors of Abuse - 5th May 2026
Originally observed during the season of Lent, the Bishops, listening to the voices of victims and survivors, moved the date on which the Day is marked in England and Wales to the Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter which this year falls on 5th May. The Catholic Church in England and Wales marks the Day of Prayer for Victim-Survivors as an opportunity to pray for all those who have suffered abuse, particularly within the life of the Church. 
The theme for 2026,  examines the scourge of domestic abuse which causes pain and fear that prevents its victims from living the life Jesus came to bring.  Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”  (John 10:10).  This day is an important moment of reflection, remembrance, and solidarity and a time to recognise the pain and lasting impact experienced by victim-survivors of abuse and to affirm our commitment to listening, supporting, and working to create safer communities for everyone.
The Day of Prayer for Victim-Survivors reminds us that safeguarding is not only about policies and procedures. At its heart, safeguarding is about people. It is about ensuring that every person is treated with dignity, respect, and compassion, and that those who have experienced harm are heard and supported.
The Diocese of Plymouth Safeguarding Team continues to work closely with parishes, clergy, volunteers, and communities to ensure safeguarding remains a priority across all areas of Church life. We are committed to promoting safer environments, providing training, supporting those affected by abuse, and learning from the experiences of victim-survivors. If you or someone you know has any concerns or could benefit from speaking to somebody about their experiences, please speak to Pauline Grady, our Safeguarding Officer, or Felicity Brown, Father Donald, or to a member of the Diocese Team: tel: 01364 645430 email: safeguarding@prcdtr.org.uk

Prayer from Fr Mark Skelton:
Lord God Almighty, You are the Creator of all that is and the Rock on which we can stand firm. 
On this day we remember those who may feel unsafe and insecure because of the cruelty and abuse of others, who may have lost their sense of self and feel discarded or alone.
Lord Jesus, You are the Good Shepherd who goes in search of all who feel lost, hurt or abandoned.
 On this day of special prayer we pray for those who have suffered at the hands of others, who carry the wounds inflicted by the guilty and the uncaring or dismissive.
God, the Holy Spirit, You are the one who inspires and enables. We pray for those who feel powerless or ignored, those who have lost hope in justice or authority because of their experiences.
Be with them, inspire them, encourage them and enable them to rediscover their joy in life.
Be with us, that we may more powerfully reflect and live out Your Compassion, Your Justice, Your Truth, Your Love.
We make this prayer in Your Name, God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.
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