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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday      23 May	      9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
                                          5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY	
Sunday         24 May        9 am HOLY MASS -  PENTECOST SUNDAY 
EASTERTIDE ENDS
EIGHTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME A2 
Monday        25 May	        9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS followed by 									           Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary 								           and Cenacle Prayer Group								                 The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother 								      the Church (Mem)	    
Tuesday        26 May         6.10 pm Evening Prayer       6.30 pm  HOLY MASS								       			       St Philip Neri, Pr (1515-1595) 									       (Mem)
Wednesday   27 May         9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS					                                            St Augustine of Canterbury, Bp  					        (died c604), FEAST
Thursday      28 May         9.10am Morning Prayer        9.30 am  HOLY MASS		 					         OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 					         THE ETERNAL HIGH  						         PRIEST - FEAST		
Friday            29 May         9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS  followed by 					                Benediction and Adoration
					          Pope St Paul VI (1130-1132)
 Saturday       30 May         9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
                                             5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY	
Sunday          31 May          9 am HOLY MASS -  THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
During the month of May there will be a decade of the Rosary after every Mass.

1 of 4
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan;  Martin Sheppard; Lynette Phillips; Mary Keen; Felicity Brown, and all those housebound, bereaved  and suffering at this time.

		 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR MAY -  That everyone might have food
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.






On Pentecost Sunday we pray especially for THE CHURCH:
· For the Holy Father; may he be a focus for unity and peace.
· For the local Church; may it be a beacon of Christ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.	We pray for "the birth" of a "new church" filled with the presence of the Holy Spirit today as we mark the Solemnity of Pentecost.
2.  I sincerely wish to thank all those who have promoted and who support the Parish International Day today.  May God bless us all.
3.  Let us pray for Charlotte's Christian life and for her family as as she is baptized today.
4.   At the request of several parishioners and others, starting on Sunday 7 June, Holy Mass will be celebrated on the first Sunday of each month at 5:30 pm. This liturgy will include some Latin elements and traditional hymns in a solemn and reverent atmosphere.  All are warmly invited to join us for this beautiful time of worship. 
5.  I shall be going to St Mary's Church, Poole on 14th June at 5.30pm to support our candidates for Confirmation from Bryanston School.  The few families involved from our parish have agreed to be  confirmed on a later date.  The 20th September is the most likely date when Bishop Nicholas shall visit our parish.  We shall prepare interested candidates when the date is near.
6.  From the directives of the formation for Anthony, we wish to encourage him as his diaconate draws nearer to approach the altar.  If it is convenient, Anthony will preach at Saturday and Sunday Masses next month and also get involved in other liturgical activities.
7.  Sooner or later, I shall be having surgery.  But for now, no cause for alarm.
8.  The 10th anniversary of my priesthood is on Thursday, 20th August.  I shall celebrate a thanksgiving Mass for myself and members of the parish who wish to come - "low key!"
9.  The Bournemouth Sinfonietta Choir has asked if they may perform their Baroque evening here on Sunday 6th December and I am content to open our church for such activity  - there will be no tickets for sale but donations will be invited.

 	BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q: 	What do you mean by the words 'he descended into hell'?
A: 	By the words 'he descended into hell', I mean that, as soon as Christ was dead, his blessed Soul went down into that part of hell called Limbo.
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COLLECTIONS:  9/10 May: Weekly Offerings:  £262.51   
				  World Communications: £183.82.
				  Thank you to all who contributed.
ROTAS for READERS/COUNTERS/SACRISTANS: are displayed in the church hall and/or                  in the porch.
		
With many blessings on our parish family, 

								Father Donald

D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y  24 May:     Pentecost Sunday - International Day
						       26 May:      Knit and Natter, 2-4pm in the hall
						           7 June:     Curry and Rice after Sunday Mass	
						         12  July:	    Parish Barbecue
						         20 August: Father Donald's 10th anniversary	
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA)  Our next course will begin in September and interested persons should please put their names in writing and what they may wish to achieve from the course.
	[image: ]COUNTING & BANKING   New Rotas have been emailed for the next 4 months.  Counting and the banking of the weekly giving is an important part of the running of the parishes finances.  Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to 3 pairs for counting, also the bankers.  So the Rota is every 3 weeks.  Banking - if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church to collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford then please contact myself or Andrew, the Parish Treasurer.  Counting - likewise anyone attending the Sunday Mass and who would be willing to join the counting rota please contact myself or Andrew.  You would always be paired with an experienced counter.          Ruth                                                                                                       
CURRY AND RICE - fundraiser for Dinesh’s family.   On Sunday 7 June, after 9am Mass, there will be a sale of curry and rice, cooked by members of our Keralite community to take home, as a fund raiser to support Dinesh’s family in Sri Lanka.  Please donate generously and enjoy this delicious, authentic food of India.  With thanks to our Keralite family.                                  Marie  
ANY NEW IDEAS for helping support Dinesh’s family are welcome.  One suggestion was to invite one of the Red Arrows pilots (retired ) to come and give a talk.  What do you think?  Would this be supported sufficiently?  Another idea is to organise a raffle.  Thoughts?                      Marie             
PARISH BARBECUE   Sunday 12 July – Tickets (priced the same as previous years) will be on sale in the forthcoming weeks. In the meantime, please put your name on the form at the back of the church, indicating your intention to attend. This will provide the caterers with the number of people to cook for. There are also two boxes at the back of the church; one for donations to the Bottle Stall and Raffle, which can be drinks, sauces, perfumes etc for the Bottle Stall, together with new unopened items for the Raffle, all of which must have a “Best Before” date which hasn’t passed; the other box is for Bric a Brac. The Barbecue is always a special event in the parish social calendar. Please invite friends and family.                                                                                              Anthony
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THE PARISH BARBECUE Ashley Day who has entertained us for the last 3 years has another booking on 12 July.  Do we have talent within our parish?  Perhaps our beautiful Keralite girls will do some dancing?  Mike Hearn is an accomplished folk singer and will sing for us.  Any other talented volunteers willing to entertain us?                                                                              Marie
[image: ]NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)   New list from Nourish - urgently needed:  Cereals, Jars of Pasta Sauce, Jars of Coffee, Rice, Tinned Meat and Fish, UHT Milk, and Deodorant.
KNIT and NATTER  Next meeting - 26th May - all welcome.
AT THE BACK OF THE CHURCH are some articles to help with meditation (from The How-To Book of Catholc Devotions) and contemplation.  Please do take if you are interested, and if they all go and you would like a copy please ask.		

	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU.



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
People have also asked for a copy of Jackline's letter - so here it is:

Empowering Vulnerable Children,
P.O. Box 1315,
Masaka (UGANDA)

Dear The Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes,
 	Hope you are doing great over there.  How is life, the work going on?  I am sure that God's protection is all over you, the holy Spirit to guide you.
	I have written this letter genuinely wishing you a nice Easter (The day when Jesus ressurrected from the dead) and also how I spent my december holiday.
	You know december holidays include many celebrations and some are: Christmas celebration (The birth of Jesus Christ).  I spent my christmas day with my aunt, we went to church that morning to be the witness of the glory of the Lord and also to celebrate the birth of Jesus when we are holy.
	The day was really short since we had many things to do on that day, like netball competition as well as football, singing christmas songs.  We also had recreation activities like swimming.  What I cannot even try to forget is the meal, we ate all variety of foods, that even led to my stomach ache, forgetting about my future career that I am the one to encourage them to eat healthy foods.    My holiday was really great since I learnt how to read music and play a violin.  I learnt how to cook different foods.  I also used to doing household chores like mopping, washing utencils, washing clothes and also helping the siblings with holiday package work.
	We had a Xaverian Camp and there I was able to create more other friends.  One of them is a Blessing, good at public speaking.  She's my friend because I also want to build that confidence to speak in public and she always supports me.
	The term began on 27th January 2026.  And I was able to go back to school and all that because of you the support you provide towards my studies.  Thank you very much for the kind hearts you have.  I WISH YOU A LOVELY EASTER
							FROM
								JACKLINE NAMATOU
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