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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday      16 May	          9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
                                               5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY	
Sunday         17 May             9 am HOLY MASS - SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Year A)				WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 						- Mandatory Collection
Monday        18 May	          	9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS followed by 									           Divine Mercy Chaplet, Rosary 								           and Cenacle Prayer Group								                 Pope St John 1 (died 526) 	    
Tuesday        19 May            	6.10 pm Evening Prayer       6.30 pm  HOLY MASS 
								          St Dunstan

Wednesday   20 May             9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS
					           St Bernadine, Pr (1380-1444)
		           	 	
Thursday      21 May             9.10am Morning Prayer	  9.30 am  HOLY MASS
					       St Christopher Magallanes, Pr, M
					       and his Companions				
Friday            22 May	9.10 am Morning Prayer  	  9.30 am HOLY MASS  followed by 					       Benediction and Adoration
					           St Rita of Cascia, Rel 
 Saturday       23 May	9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions
                                                5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY	
Sunday          24 May             9 am HOLY MASS - PENTECOST SUNDAY  	
EASTERTIDE ENDS
During the month of May there will be a decade of the Rosary after every Mass.

	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan;  Martin Sheppard; Lynette Phillips; Mary Keen; Felicity Brown, and all those housebound and suffering at this time.

		 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR MAY -  That everyone might have food
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.






During Eastertide we pray especially:
· For new members of the Church, may they grow in love and understanding.
· For priests, deacons, teachers and catechists and all who form people in faith, may they deepen their own faith through those whom they meet.
Special prayers for World Communications Day:
· For all who work in the media; may they broadcast with truth and integrity.
· For places and events that are forgotten by the news; may they be remembered in our hearts.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.	As is customary to our Parish, we encourage you to prepare local food for our get-together in the hall after the Mass of Pentecost Sunday.  Any cultural display is welcome. 
Highlights: 
· Native attire
· Native food
· Native language for bidding prayers
· Wrapped gift s be kept in a box for everyone to partake after Mass:
 				a symbol of Love and Sharing with others.
2.	Let us prepare spiritually in this time as we await the coming of the Holy Spirit.
3.	From the Ad Clerum of the Diocese, Deacons who are 75 years should send in their resignation letters.  
4.	The next course for those wishing to be prepared for Confirmation will commence 20th September.   Interested candidates should send me or the Secretary an email for onward submission of names.
5.	We pray for all bereaved, grieving and sick members of the Parish.  We pray for healing in body and spirit for sick members and we ask the Holy Spirit to be solace in grief for those bereaved through the Novena Prayer to the Holy Spirit.

 	BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q: 	What is the fifth article of the Creed?
A: 	The fifth article of the Creed is, 'he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 	dead'.
COLLECTIONS:  9/10 May: Loose plate: £237.97   Thank you to all who contributed.	
ROTAS for READERS/COUNTERS/SACRISTANS: are displayed in the church hall and/or                  in the porch.
		With many blessings on our parish family, 
								Father Donald

D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y  19 May:	Knit and Natter, 2-4pm in the hall
						         20 May:	Catenian Meeting, 7.30pm
						         24 May:	Pentecost Sunday - International Day
						         12 July:	Parish Barbecue
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)  Our next course will begin in September and interested persons should please put their names in writing and what they may wish to achieve from the course.
ALL VOLUNTEER WORKERS will be required to have a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check eventually.  No cause for alarm:  it is a requirement for safeguarding in the Parish.
CATENIANS   We have our May Catenian Meeting this Wednesday, 20th 7:30pm at The Swan Inn, Sturminster Newton - All welcome. Please contact Andrew if you would like to join us for a spot of dinner. Kind Regards, Andrew 07398 155495	
[image: ]COUNTING & BANKING   New Rotas have been emailed for the next 4 months.  Counting and the banking of the weekly giving is an important part of the running of the parishes finances.  Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to 3 pairs for counting, also the bankers.  So the Rota is every 3 weeks.  Banking - if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church to collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford then please contact myself or Andrew, the Parish Treasurer.  Counting - likewise anyone attending the Sunday Mass and would be willing to join the counting rota please contact myself or Andrew.  You would always be paired with an experienced counter.          Ruth                                                                                                     
ANY NEW IDEAS for helping support Dinesh’s family are welcome.  One suggestion was to invite one of the Red Arrows pilots (retired ) to come and give a talk.  What do you think?  Would this be supported sufficiently?  Another idea is to organise a raffle.  Thoughts?                       Marie                    
2026 PARISH BARBECUE will take place on Sunday 12 July.    Please note in your diaries. Further details to follow in the forthcoming weeks.                                                               Anthony                                                              
THE PARISH BARBECUE  Ashley Day who has entertained us for the last 3 years has another booking on 12 July.  Do we have talent within our parish?  Perhaps our beautiful Keralite girls will do some dancing?  Mike Hearn is an accomplished folk singer and will sing for us.  Any other talented volunteers willing to entertain us?                                                                              Marie
[image: ]NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)   New list from Nourish - urgently needed:  Cereals, Jars of Pasta Sauce, Jars of Coffee, Rice, Tinned Meat and Fish, UHT Milk, and Deodorant. 
KNIT and NATTER  Next meeting - 19th May - all welcome.		

	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU.



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
St Christopher (Cristóbal) Magallanes (1869-1927) & Companions (died 1915-1937)
Feast Day 21 May  Cristóbal and his 24 companion martyrs lived under a very anti-Catholic government in Mexico, one determined to weaken the Catholic faith of its people. Churches, schools, and seminaries were closed; foreign clergy were expelled. Cristóbal established a clandestine seminary at Totatiche, Jalisco. He and the other priests were forced to minister secretly to Catholics during the presidency of Plutarco Calles (1924-28).  All of these martyrs except three, were diocesan priests.  David, Manuel and Salvador were laymen who died with their parish priest, Luis Batis. They all belonged to the Cristero movement, pledging their allegiance to Christ and to the Church that he established, to spread the Good News in society—even if Mexico’s leaders had made it a crime to receive baptism or celebrate the Mass.  These martyrs did not die as a single group but over 22 years in 8 Mexican states, with Jalisco and Zacatecas having the largest number. They were canonized in 2000. 

St Rita of Cascia (1381-1457)  Canonized in 1900  Patron of desperate situations

Blessed by God,
you were a light in darkness
through your steadfast courage
when you had to suffer such agony
upon your cross.
You turned aside from this vale of tears

to seek wholeness for your hidden wounds
in the great passion of Christ . . . .
You were not content with less than perfect healing,
and so endured the thorn for fifteen years
before you entered into the joy of your Lord. 

This poem was engraved on the casket of St Rita of Cascia and is one of the few contemporary sources that tell us about her.
St Rita received her "hidden wounds" in an unfortunate marriage.  For 18 years she endured the abuses and infidelities of a violent husband.   She also suffered the rascality of two sons who were strongly influenced by him.  She was delivered from these miserable circumstances in a horrific way: one day her husband was brought home dead, brutally slashed by his enemies.  Her rambunctious sons planned to get revenge, but died before they could obtain it.
Rita was then free to pursue her lifelong dream of becoming a nun.   She applied to enter the Augustinian convent at Cascia, Italy in 1407.  But her suffering was not over.  Even though orders customarily received widows, the Augustinians 3 times refused Rita because she had been married.  Only after 6 years did they acquiesce and install her as a nun.
The poem said Rita "sought wholeness" in the passion of Christ.  In her meditations she preoccupied her imagination with his agony.   On Good Friday 1441, she prostrated herself before a crucifix and begged Christ for some small share of his suffering.  As though punctured by a crown of thorns, a single wound opened on Rita's forehead.  For 15 years it caused her daily pain and embarrassed her, as its putrid odour frequently offended her sisters.  
Rita died of tuberculosis on 22 May 1457.  Three days later, Domenico Angeli, a notary of Cascia, recorded 11 miracles that occurred upon the saint's death.  He left us this brief profile of her religious life:  At every stage of her life, Rita seems to have bravely endured unendurable circumstances: frustration because her parents overrode her wish to become a nun; married an abuser; refused three times by the Augustinians; afflicted with the pain and embarrassment of the stigmata.  None of these things, however, prevented her from serving God and her sisters.  We can pray for her intercession in our desperate need, but we should also imitate her love-in-action. 

A Prayer to St Rita
When in Special Need
O powerful St Rita, rightly called Saint of the Impossible, I come to you with confidence in my great need.   You know well my trials, for you yourself were many times burdened in this life.  Come to my aid, speak for me, pray with me, intercede on my behalf before the Father.  I know that God has a most generous heart and that He is a most loving Father.   Join your prayers to mine and obtain for me the grace I desire ……………… (here mention your request).   You who were so very pleasing to God on earth and are so much now in Heaven, I promise to use this favour, when granted, to better my life, to proclaim God’s Mercy and to make you more widely known and loved.                                                 												     Amen.

How great is the value of conversation with Christ in the Blessed Sacrament, for there is nothing more consoling on earth, nothing more efficacious for advancing along the road to holiness! - Pope St Paul VI
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