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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday      9 May	         9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confessions	
                                              5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY
SIXTH WEEK OF EASTER (A)
Sunday	10 May	     9 am  HOLY MASS
Monday        11 May	          9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS followed by 									   Divine Mercy Chaplet,  Rosary 									   and Cenacle Prayer Group	    
Tuesday         12 May            6.10 pm Evening Prayer       6.30 pm  HOLY MASS 
								     St Nereus & St Achilleus R M   
								       (2nd century)
								     St Pancras M (d.304) - Opt Mems
								       Patron of children
Wednesday    13 May           9.10 am Morning Prayer       9.30 am HOLY MASS
					      Our Lady of Fatima - Opt Mem
[image: ]		           	 	
Thursday       14 May           9.10am Morning Prayer        
	9.30 am and 6pm HOLY MASS			THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD -
                                                 Holy Day of Obligation						
Friday             15 May	9.10 am Morning Prayer  
	9.30 am HOLY MASS  followed by 					       Benediction and Adoration
 Saturday        16 May	 9.30 am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 				 and Confessions
                                                 5.30 pm HOLY MASS FOR SUNDAY	
Sunday         17 May               9 am HOLY MASS - SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 				WORLD COMMUNICATIONS DAY 						- Mandatory Collection
During the month of May there will be a decade of the Rosary after every Mass.

	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan;  Martin Sheppard; Lynette Phillips; and all those housebound and suffering at this time.

		 THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR MAY -  That everyone might have food
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure that everyone has access to quality food.






During Eastertide we pray especially:
· For new members of the Church, may they grow in love and understanding.
· For priests, deacons, teachers and catechists and all who form people in faith, may they deepen their own faith through those whom they meet.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.  	We have come to the end of the first segment and course of the 2025/26 RCIA programme. The next one will begin in September and interested persons should please put their names in writing and what they may wish to achieve from the course.
2. 		As I pointed out last week, please could we all wear our native regalia in addition to bringing a wrapped gift and saying the bidding prayers in different languages.
3. 		In the course of time, all volunteer workers will be required to have a DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) check.  No cause for alarm:  it is a requirement for safeguarding in the parish.	


 	BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	In making the sign of the cross how are we reminded of the Blessed Trinity?

A:	In making the sign of the cross we are reminded of the Blessed Trinity by the words, 'In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit'.

COLLECTIONS: 2/3 May: Loose plate: £232.  Thank you to all who contributed.	
ROTAS for READERS/COUNTERS/SACRISTANS: are displayed in the church hall and/or                  in the porch.
With many blessings on our parish family,

Father  Donald



D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y	
12 May:	Knit and Natter, 2-4pm in the hall
24 May:	Pentecost Sunday 
12 July:	Parish Barbecue

MARJORIE would like to say a sincere "Thank you" to all who helped her last Sunday.  She really appreciated your kindness and support.
[image: ]COUNTING & BANKING   New Rotas have been emailed for the next 4 months.  Counting and the banking of the weekly giving is an important part of the running of the parishes finances.  Every count must have 2 people and we are now down to 3 pairs for counting, also the bankers.  So the Rota is every 3 weeks.  Banking - if anyone is available on a Monday to come to church to collect the giving and take it to the post office in Blandford then please contact myself or Andrew, the Parish Treasurer.  Counting - Likewise anyone attending the Sunday Mass and would be willing to join the counting rota please contact myself or Andrew.  You would always to paired with an experienced counter.                                                                                                                  Ruth
PILGRIMAGE TO WASINGHAM  Let us thank Our Lady for bringing many pilgrims to her home in Walsingham this year, and we pray for her continual intercessions in our lives.    Madeleine
ANY NEW IDEAS for helping support Dinesh’s family are welcome.  One suggestion was to invite one of the Red Arrows pilots (retired ) to come and give a talk.  What do you think?  Would this be supported sufficiently?  Another idea is to organise a raffle.  Thoughts?                       Marie                    
2026 PARISH BARBECUE will take place on Sunday 12 July.    Please note in your diaries. Further details to follow in the forthcoming weeks.                                                               Anthony                                                              
THE PARISH BARBECUE  Ashley Day who has entertained us for the last 3 years has another booking on 12 July.  Do we have talent within our parish?  Perhaps our beautiful Keralite girls will do some dancing? Mike Hearn is an accomplished folk singer and will sing for us.  Any other talented volunteers willing to entertain us?                                                                              Marie
MISSIO RED BOXES    Please take your boxes from the back of church (the amount[image: ] you collected is on the label) and enjoy filling them up again!          Madeleine                                                                                                                                                  

NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)   Nourish urgently needs:  Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Jar[image: ]s of Pasta Sauce, Rice, Tea-Bags (packs of 40), Tins of Meat and UHT milk.
[image: ]KNIT and NATTER  Next meeting - 12th May - all welcome.		
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU.








The Story of Our Lady of Fatima

Between May 13 and October 13, 1917, three Portuguese children–Francisco and Jacinta Marto and their cousin Lucia dos Santos–received apparitions of Our Lady at Cova da Iria near Fatima, a city [image: ]110 miles north of Lisbon. Mary asked the children to pray the rosary for world peace, for the end of World War I, for sinners, and for the conversion of Russia.
Mary gave the children three secrets. Following the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in 1919 and 1920 respectively, Lucia revealed the first secret in 1927. It concerned devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The second secret was a vision of hell. When Lucia grew up she became a Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the age of 97.
Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s Secretary of State to reveal the third secret in 2000; it spoke of a “bishop in white” who was shot by a group of soldiers who fired bullets and arrows into him. Many people linked this vision to the assassination attempt against Pope John Paul II in  St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981.
The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved by the local bishop in 1930; it was added to the Church’s worldwide calendar in 2002.

Sister Lúcia's Personal Reflections:
    • Sacrifice: She (Our Lady) taught that sacrifice includes accepting daily hardships and acting with patience and charity, not just formal fasting.
    • Duty: The only important thing for us is to do the will of God, be where he wants us to be, and to do what he expects of us.							        (Franciscan Media)	

On 13th October, 1917 as She appeared, Lucia asked "What does Your Grace ask of me?" And the Blessed Virgin Mary gave her 6th and final message: "I wish to tell you that I want a chapel built here in my honour. I am the Lady of the Rosary. "

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We have recourse to Mary in prayer because she is by the side of God's throne as Mediatrix of Divine Grace.   Most acceptable to God by worthiness and by merit, Mary is more powerful than all the Angels and Saints in heaven. - Pope Leo XIII
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