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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE

Saturday 28 March	9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confessions
	5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
        (CLOCKS GO FORWARD ONE HOUR)

[image: ]                     HOLY WEEK (A)
Sunday      29 March	9am    HOLY MASS
	PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
	OF THE LORD
	
Monday     30 March	9.10am Morning Prayer	9.30 am HOLY MASS
					followed by Stations of 					the Cross

Tuesday     31 March	6.10pm Evening Prayer	6.30pm HOLY MASS
Wednesday    1 April	9.10am Morning Prayer	NO MASS 
	- CHRISM MASS AT THE CATHEDRAL
			
Thursday       2 April		9.10am Morning Prayer

THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM
MAUNDY			
THURSDAY  2 April		7 pm     EVENING MASS OF THE LORD'S SUPPER											
GOOD			9.10am  Morning Prayer
FRIDAY         3 April		3pm      CELEBRATION OF THE LORD'S PASSION 
		       (Mandatory collection for the Holy Places
HOLY							 of Palestine)
SATURDAY 4 April	9.30am Confessions
	8pm      THE EASTER VIGIL
THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM ENDS 
Sunday         5 April	10 am EASTER SUNDAY - CHILDREN'S MASS
	Please keep in your prayers: Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski;  Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa and Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); Martin Sheppard; Lynette Phillips; and all those housebound and suffering at this time.



		THE POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR APRIL - For priests in crisis
Let us pray for priests going through moments of crisis in their vocation, that they may find the accompaniment they need and that communities may support them with understanding and prayer.






ANNOUNCEMENTS

1.  We thank God for Mike and Lee who will be received into full communion with the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.
2.  This is Holy Week  - let us make the most of it.  I encourage everyone to make a special effort to gain grace through the Sacrament of Confession in preparation for Easter.
3.  Christina and I will do a Walk of Witness on Good Friday, 11am - 12noon, meeting in the Market Place.  You are welcome to join us.  Please speak to Christina with any queries.
4.  This coming Saturday there will be no exposition of the Blessed Sacrament.  The cross will be placed for veneration.
5.  We agreed some time ago that the feet of little children could be washed on Maundy Thursday  	so we have decided to give it a try this year.
6.  Father Scott Anderson has graciously accepted to lead the pilgrimage to Walsingham and I hope 	to be there to support him.

BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	What are the chief sufferings of our Lord called?
A:	The chief sufferings of our Lord are called the Passion of Jesus Christ. 

	
COLLECTIONS:
	
21/22 March:  £300.64; CAFOD £215
	

	

	 Thank you to all who contributed                        
	


	The Parish accounts are on display on the noticeboard.  Any questions please contact Andrew - Treasurer - 07398 155495.



	ROTAS for READERS  & COUNTERS    are displayed in the church hall.


With many blessings on our parish family,
Father  Donald

D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
28 March:  	Lent Lunch in the hall, 12-2pm TODAY (SATURDAY) 
  1 April:   	RCIA, 7-9pm - all welcome
14 April:	Knit and Natter, 2-4pm in the hall
19 April:	Holy Hour for	the Dignity of Life, 4.30pm
  2 May:        	Stay Awake!  10am  - 6pm,  The Thomas Hardye School, Dorchester 
CAFOD LENT LUNCH:   The last Lent lunch of this year is being held Saturday 28th March 12- 2 pm in the hall.   It's hosted by Ruth and Madeleine raising funds for CAFOD.
Thank you to all our hosts, soup makers, cake bakers and to everyone who has come along and helped raise money for CAFOD.                                                                                   Anna and Ali
CAFOD  Many thanks to all who supported the Bring and Buy Sale for CAFOD last weekend which raised over £60.                                                                                                      Madeleine	
HOLY HOUR FOR THE DIGNITY OF LIFE  We are asked to join with the Bishops of England and Wales to pray for the dignity of all human life as peers in the House of Lords continue to debate whether to make Assisted Suicide law.
	On Sunday, 19 April at 4.30pm (UK time), the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will hold a Holy Hour to pray for the promotion of a culture of life in our lands. We are asking the parishes and Catholic communities of our two nations to unite and hold a Holy Hour on the same day as the Bishops.  	This is to present a unified, prayerful front to offer this petition to Our Lord for the dignity of life from conception to natural end and to pray that assisted suicide will not become law.
	In a Lenten statement, the Archbishop of Liverpool, the Most Reverend John Sherrington, reaffirmed the Church's principled objection to the Terminally Ill (Adults) End of Life Bill, and urged Catholics to pray for parliamentarians debating the Private Members' Bill in the House of Lords. Archbishop Sherrington, the Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the Bishops' Conference, asked for a special prayerful focus on those who are suffering near the end of their lives and those who care for them.
We will come together as a parish, at 4.30pm on Sunday, 19 April for a Holy Hour for the Dignity of Life.  For more details  https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/54627
[image: ]MISSIO RED BOXES  Thank you to everyone who returned their boxes for counting:  £195 has been sent to Missio.  Please take your boxes from the back of church (the amount you collected is on the label) and enjoy filling them up again!          Madeleine                                                                                                                                                  							
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)   Collect an item for the food bank every day of Lent. [image: ]Nourish urgently need: Cereal, Jam/Marmalade, Pasta Sauce, Washing-up Liquid, Rice, Tins of Carrots, Tins of Meat, UHT milk, Jars of Coffee.   Thank you very much.   Jan 
KNIT AND NATTER: The Knit and Natter group will take a two-week break and resume on the 14th April. 
VISIT TO NIGERIA  We were pleased to have the opportunity to meet Debbrah and Bekki, (accompanied by their mother), who are parishioners of the Catholic church in Newton Abbot, Devon.  Debbrah told us of their 2 weeks in Nigeria, with the occasional comment by Bekki, and they presented some excellent pictures which gave a thumb-nail sketch of their time in the south-east of the country.  They explained that it was their parish priest, Father Anthony's 25th anniversary of his priesthood and he had returned to his Nigerian parish to celebrate the event with his Bishop in his home area, Owarri (which is also the area where Fr Donald is from), and they joined in the celebrations. 
	They were escorted by machine-gun carrying men who barely let them out of their sight - even while they were dancing at the celebration. 
	The more-main roads are fast and furious and our visitors talked about taking their lives in their hands and shutting their eyes when being driven along.
	They were presented to the local king and queen who made them most welcome, conferring titles on them and giving them gifts of beautiful dresses and fans to bring home.  In a humble way, the queen herself prepared a meal for them.
	Debbrah described the area as having roughly three groups of people from the very poor, to the fairly well off, to the very wealthy - the poor in corrugated-iron huts; the wealthy who sat on golden chairs.  The people are able to dress themselves beautifully because they dye and make their own clothes but shoes are very expensive and many go bare-foot.  Quite a lot of people earn money as hawkers, sitting on the edge of roads selling fruit and vegetables to passers-by.  We were shown pictures of prepared food and local produce (none of which I recognized except plantains), and some of the little creatures living there.       
	Debbrah and Bekki spoke about the general warmth of the people and the welcome they had received, by rich and poor alike, and felt that generally people were happier there than the people in this country.  
	We thank the Knit and Natter group for meeting in the Presbytery so that we could use the hall and not miss this opportunity.                        		   				 Hilary
REFLECTION
Lowliness was taken by majesty, weakness by strength, mortality by eternity.  To pay the debt of our fallen state, the nature which was inviolable was united with a nature which was passible.  Thus, in accordance with our needs, the one and same mediator between God and man - the man Jesus Christ - was able to die in the one nature and was incapable of death in the other.
	True God, then, was born in the complete and perfect nature of true man; completely human and completely divine.  By human, I mean that nature which the Creator founded in us at the beginning, and which he undertook to restore.  For there was no trace whatever in our Saviour of those elements which were introduced into us by the deceiver, and to which man, when deceived, allowed entrance.  Nor does it follow that because he undertook to share with us our weaknesses, he thereby shared our sins.
	He took the form of a servant without stain of sin.  He enhanced our humanity but did not thereby diminish his divinity.  The emptying by which the invisible one made himself visible, and by which the Lord and Creator of all things willed to be one with mortal men, was himself made man in the form of a slave.
	Thus the Son of God enters into the depths of this world, coming down from his heavenly throne, yet not leaving his Father's glory, begotten into a new order by a new birth.
	I say a new order, because he was in his own nature invisible, but was made visible in ours.  He is incomprehensible, yet he willed to be comprehended.  Enduring before time began, he began to be in time.  The Lord of the universe took on the form of a slave, veiling his infinite majesty.  The God who cannot suffer did not disdain to be a man who can, and, immortal though he was, to subject himself to the laws of death.
                    - from the letters of Pope St Leo the Great (died 461)
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:   newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk          THANK YOU.
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