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When we read the gospels, we
are often confronted with the
“already-but-not-yet” reality of
the Kingdom of God. If we love
one another the way Jesus loved
us then we are already living “on
carth as it is in heaven”. However,
we also know that Jesus suffered
while he was on earth. He was
betrayed and then crucified. He

Faith

fully experienced the “not-yet” of
the Kingdom. It is the experience
of all those who are being daily
crucified by the sufferings of
war, hunger, human-trafficking,
poverty, disease, homelessness, the
lingering pain of a terminal illness.
Looked at from a purely human
point of view their situation
appears hopeless. It is to all of these
that the beatitudes are addressed.
Jesus can speak to us about the
truth of the human condition
because he lived it up to its final
consummation, to the point of
feeling abandoned even by God.
But that is not where the story
ends. He rose from the dead. He
conquered death and brought in
the reign of the eternal love of the
Father poured out for us through
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the Spirit who has been given
to us. While we are called to do
everything in our power to witness
to this love in our daily lives, we
need the assurance the beatitudes
give us that those who mourn
shall be comforted, that those
who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness will experience the
fullness of the Kingdom of God;
that the day will come when there
will be no more suffering, when
every tear will be wiped away.
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269. Let us keep in mind that “not even a murderer
loses his personal dignity, and God himself pledges
to guarantee this”. * The firm rejection of the
death penalty shows to what extent it is possible to
recognize the inalienable dignity of every human
being and to accept that he or she has a place in
this universe. If I do not deny that dignity to the
worst of criminals, I will not deny it to anyone.
I will give everyone the possibility of sharing this
planet with me, despite all our differences.

258. SAINT JOHN PAUL 11, Encydical Letter Evangelium Vitae (25 March 1995), 9: AAS 87 (1995), 411.
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Saint Paul describes kindness as a fruit of the Holy Spirit { Gal
5:22). He uses the Greek word chrestotes, which describes an
attitude that is gentle, pleasant and supportive, not rude or
coarse. Individuals who possess this quality help make other
people’s lives more bearable, especially by sharing the weight
of their problems, needs and fears. This way of treating others
can take different forms: an act of kindness, a concern not to
offend by word or deed, a readiness to alleviate their burdens. I
involves “speaking words of comfort, strength, consolation and
encouragement” and not “words that demean, sadden, anger or
show scorn”. Kindness frees us from the cruelty that at times
infects human relationships, from the anxiety that prevents us
from thinking of others, from the frantic flurry of activity that
forgets that others also have a right to be happy. Often nowadays
we find neither the time nor the energy to stop and be kind
to others, to say “excuse me”, “pardon me”, “thank you”. Yet
every now and then, miraculously, a kind person appears and is
willing to set everything else aside in order to show interest, to
give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to

listen amid general indifference. (N. 223-224)
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4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Save us, O Lord our God!

And gather us from the nations,

to give thanks to your holy name,

and make it our glory to praise you.

Ps. 105:47

COLLECT

Grant us, Lord our God,

that we may honour you with all our mind,

and love everyone in truth of heart.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Prophet Zephaniah.  Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13

Seek the Lorp, all you humble of the land, who do his just
commands; seek righteousness; seek humility; perhaps you
may be hidden on the day of the anger of the Lorp.

| will leave in your midst a people humble and lowly. They
shall seek refuge in the name of the Lorp, those who are left
in Israel; they shall do no injustice and speak no lies, nor shall
there be found in their mouth a deceitful tongue. For they shall
graze and lie down, and none shall make them afraid.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 146(145):6¢-7. 8-9a. 9b-10. R. Matthew 5:3

R. Blessed are the poor in spirit;
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

or:  Alleluia.

It is the Lorp who preserves fidelity for ever,

who does justice to those who are oppressed.

It is he who gives bread to the hungry,

the Lorp who sets prisoners free. R.

The Lorp who opens the eyes of the blind,

the Lorp who raises up those who are bowed down.

It is the Lorp who loves the just,

the Lorp who protects the stranger. R.

The Lorp upholds the orphan and the widow,

but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lorp will reign for ever,

your God, O Sion, from age to age. R.

SECOND READING

A reading from the First Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians.

1 Corinthians 1:26-31

Consider your calling, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what
is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low
and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to
nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast
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in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ
Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness,

and sanctification, and redemption; so that, as it is written, ‘Let
the one who boasts, boast inthe Lord.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL
Alleluia, alleluia.

Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great in heaven.
Alleluia.

Matthew 5:12a

GOSPEL

The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 5:1-12a

At that time: Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the
mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.
And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied. Blessed are the merciful, for

they shall receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called sons of God. Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom
of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely
on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great
in heaven.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O Lord, we bring to your altar
these offerings of our service:
be pleased to receive them, we pray,
and transform them
into the Sacrament of our redemption.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ci. Ps 30: 17-18
Let your face shine on your servant.
Save me in your merciful love.
O Lord, let me never be put to shame,
for | call on you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished by these redeeming gifts,

we pray, O Lord,

that through this help to eternal salvation
true faith may ever increase.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



