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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING
BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
		
Saturday 27 December		No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament or Confession
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

	          OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS (Year A)

Sunday 28 December		HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
					9.00am HOLY MASS					
Monday 29 December	9.10am Morning Prayers         NO MASS 
		followed by Holy Rosary,
		Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
		Prayer Cenacle
		St Thomas Becket Bp M (1118-1170), Feast	
Tuesday 30 December	6.10pm Evening Prayers          6.30pm HOLY MASS	    
		
       Wednesday 31 December	9.10am Morning Prayers      	    9.30am HOLY MASS	       

Thursday 1 January 2026	9.10am Morning Prayers          9.30am HOLY MASS
		SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
Friday 2 January	9.10am Morning Prayers  	    9.30am HOLY MASS 				     followed by Benediction  
					St Basil the Great Bp Dr (330-379) 
					St Gregory Nazianzen  Bp Dr (329-389)      
Saturday 3 January			Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Confession
					
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY


PLEASE WELCOME Father Anthony Scott who will be offering our Masses this weekend.



	Please keep in your prayers:    Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Christina & John Morley; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa & Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); and all those suffering at this time.




	POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR JANUARY
For prayer with the Word of God

Let us pray that praying with the Word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of hope in our communities helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary Church




LETTER FROM FATHER DONALD
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

· Please welcome Father Scott this weekend who will be celebrating our Masses.  You will also be pleased to know that Father Francis has kindly agreed to come and stay with us for a month starting 30th December and will celebrate our Masses for us.   We also thank  Father Anthony Pennicott who will be here for the weekend Masses of 31st January/1st February, and 7th/8th February.  Let us support all our priests.
· Our secretary, Dan Murphy will be responsible for administration while I am away and will be contacting all the priests invited to celebrate Mass in my absence. The Finance Committee's last meeting for the year will be held when I return.  Since Andrew is away, contact Dan in any urgent need.  Please be aware that I do not use my initials to endorse or sign any documents.
· Please continue to pray for Mike Hearn, who is attending the RCIA programme and has officially declared his consent to become a Catholic.  
· As part of his preparation for the Diaconate, Anthony will preach at a Sunday Mass each month.  Following his Ordination he will be able to celebrate baptisms.   We shall form a Committee to prepare for his Ordination. 
· On 6th January at 11am, Father Francis shall officiate at the funeral Mass of Bernadette Theresa Franklin.  
· On 10th January George and Ottilie will be joined as husband and wife in the 	Sacrament of Holy Matrimony by Father Francis.

BASIC INSTRUCTION

Q:	How many natures are there in Jesus Christ?
A:	There are two natures in Jesus Christ, the nature of God and the nature of man.

With blessings on every one of our Parish family, and wishing you all a Happy New Year.
Father  Donald


	COLLECTIONS
	  
	SPECIAL COLLECTION

	13/14 December
	£326.
	 n/a

	 21/22 December
	£242.24
	  n/a

	

Thank you to everyone who contributed.



	
ROTAS for READERS, SACRISTANS & COUNTERS       are displayed in the church hall.


D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
29 December: Cenacle Prayer Group every Monday after Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet
  9 January: Family of Mary Meeting following Mass and Benediction (at approx. 10.30am)
10 January:  Cake Sale	
21 February: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Lunch (Feast Day 11 February)
N O T I C E S
USED STAMPS  Most letters and cards are sent with a postage stamp. The Catholic Children’s Society are collecting stamps and we can help by cutting stamps from the envelope and placing them in the orange box at the back of church - thanks.					        Ruth
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank) Nourish will be closed on New Year's Day  and return to[image: ] normal opening times after that.  Thank you for all your Christmas contributions - we are now back to the usual items: cereal, coffee, tea, pasta, pasta sauces, UHT milk, tins of fruit or veg, or tins of meat or fish.   Thank you.                                                                                                                Jan
[image: ]COUNTING The counting of the weekly giving takes place after Mass on Sunday. I have offered to continue with the Rota which is now being prepared for the first 6 months of 2026. It is good to have an even number of counters so you can be paired with the same person each week (unless personal commitments intervene). If you would like to join the Rota, please speak to me or another member of the Rota (see list in the hall). New counters will be paired with an experienced person in order to know the procedures.						                                                                                                                                          Ruth
PARISH VOLUNTEERS  We are still looking for more voluntary helpers for the parish, so please speak to Dan if you can help, particularly in the following areas:
· General labour/maintenance/odd jobs 
· Electrician/lighting
· Updating/repainting the parish roadside sign (by the hedge)

--------------------------------------------

REFLECTION.  The Old Testament recounts the period of salvation history that slowly prepared for the coming of Christ into the world.  It brings into gradual sharper focus the figure of the Woman, Mother of the Redeemer, already foreshadowed in the promise of victory over the serpent. - Vatican II: The Church, 55
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:     newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND  donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk                   THANK YOU
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