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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING
BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE		
Saturday 13 December		9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession					St Lucy VM (died c304)

					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

THIRD WEEK OF ADVENT (YEAR A2)
Sunday 14 December		THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - GAUDETE SUNDAY
					9.00am HOLY MASS					
Monday 15 December	9.10am  Morning Prayers        9.30am MASS 
		followed by Holy Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Prayer Cenacle	
Tuesday 16 December	6.10pm Evening Prayers          6.30pm HOLY MASS

Wednesday 17 December	9.10am Morning Prayers      	    9.30am HOLY MASS
			
Thursday 18 December	9.10am Morning Prayers	    9.30am HOLY MASS			
Friday	19 December			9.10am Morning Prayers         9.30am HOLY MASS
									    followed by Benediction
					
Saturday 20 December		9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession

					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

	Timings for Christmas Masses and activities

	Christmas Eve (Wednesday) 
	5:30pm: Confessions
6:00pm: Children's Mass
10:00pm: Confessions
10:30pm: Carols
11:00pm: Vigil Mass of the Nativity of the Lord

	Christmas Day (Thursday) 
	10:00am: Mass of the Nativity of the Lord


	Please keep in your prayers:    Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Christina & John Morley; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa & Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); and all those suffering at this time.



	POPE'S INTENTIONS FOR DECEMBER
FOR CHRISTIANS IN AREAS OF CONFLICT
Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, especially in the Middle East,
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.




LETTER FROM FATHER DONALD
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

· I encourage you all to go to confessions within the season of Advent as we prepare for Christmas. Confessions are held on Saturdays and twice on Christmas Eve.
· As part of his preparation for the Diaconate, Anthony will preach at a Sunday Mass each month. He will celebrate baptisms once he becomes a deacon.
· May I thank all our parish members who participated at James Mackenzie's funeral. Thank you for your presence.
· Thank you to all those who found time to attend the dedication of the new church in Gillingham, representing our parish.
· The wedding of Ottilie and George will be held on 10 January.
· I will lead the parish pilgrimage to Walsingham in April 2026.
· Please note the following items of parish business:
· The RCIA course has been very successful. The final meeting for this year was held last Wednesday and there will be no more meetings before Christmas.
· I have had two parish business meetings with Daniel and Andrew; and one finance meeting with Andrew and Helen. There may be a further meeting this year.
· Pauline Grady is now officially the parish safeguarding representative. 
· Dan Murphy is officially the parish secretary, recognised by the diocese.
· We are thinking of having the Advent Posada next year - this will be discussed further in 2026.
· Finally, please do remember to consult me when thinking about dates for events in the parish, so that clashes with other events can be avoided.

BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	Is Jesus Christ truly man?
A:	Jesus Christ is truly man.

POINTS TO PONDER

1. It is in the Blessed Virgin Mary that you can find a compendium of the life of Jesus Christ. The Joyful, Sorrowful, Glorious and Luminous Mysteries of the life of Christ are seen in honouring Mary through the praying of the Rosary.
2. The Joys of the Mysteries of the Incarnation and the Resurrection can be fully understood in the person of the Blessed Virgin Mary, for she bore and gave birth to Jesus, as well as being present at the passion, death and resurrection of her Son, Jesus Christ.
3. Oh God, who gave joy to the world through the resurrection of your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, grant we beseech thee, that through his Mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, we may obtain the joys of everlasting life. Amen.
4. The joys of everlasting life, that is the incarnation (gaudete) and the resurrection (laetare) can be obtained through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
5. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the embodiment of the Diving Mysteries of the Triune God.
PRAYER
Oh Jesus, living in Mary, come and live in your servants, in the spirit of your holiness, in the fullness of your power, in the perfection of your ways, in the reality of your virtues, in the communion of your mysteries. Have dominion over every adverse spirit, in your own spirit, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

With blessings on every one of our Parish family,
Father  Donald

	COLLECTIONS
	WEEKLY OFFERINGS
	SPECIAL COLLECTION

	6/7 December
	  tbc
	  n/a

	Thank you to everyone who contributed.



	ROTAS for READERS, SACRISTANS & COUNTERS       are displayed in the church hall.


D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
15 December: Cenacle Prayer Group now every Monday after Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
16 December: Knit & Natter last meeting of 2025 at 2-4pm in the hall.
21 February 2026: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Lunch (Feast Day 11 February)
27-30 April 2026: Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham
N O T I C E S
JAMES MACKENZIE James's family have sent the following message:
"We would like to thank the many parishioners who attended James's Requiem Mass. We are especially grateful to the welcomers, servers and those who helped at the wake. Thank you also to Father Donald. It was a very beautiful, heartfelt service."
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
At the first Christmas mass (6pm), children will enact the gospel story, in speaking and non-speaking roles. If your child would like to be involved please contact Ali (alisoncain@gmail.com) thanks.    Ali
KNIT & NATTER  The last meeting for 2025 will be Tues 16 December, 2-4pm in the hall.[image: ] 
USED STAMPS  Most letters and cards are sent with a postage stamp. The Catholic Children’s Society are collecting stamps and we can help by cutting stamps from the envelope and placing them in the orange box at the back of church - thanks.					        Ruth
PARISH CHRISTMAS CARDS  If you leave any cards at the back of the church for parishioners, please write their name (including surname) at the TOP RIGHT of the envelope.		        Ruth
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank) The Christmas Appeal collection date has now passed, but please do donate festive and/or ordinary items, as these are still very much needed. Please put them in the green box at the back of church. Many thanks!					          Jan
BIDDING PRAYERS ROTA 2026  We have a monthly rota for Bidding Prayers that starts at the beginning of the calendar year. Each person on the rota prepares the Bidding Prayers for the Saturdays/Sundays within their allocated month. If you would like to participate and join the rota, please speak with Fr Donald or Marie Fisher (mob: 07712 108916).			      Marie
WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE  Our parish pilgrimage in April, which will be led by Father Donald, is now FULL and we give thanks to Our Lady for giving us this[image: ] opportunity to honour her in England's Nazareth.  Nearer the time we will be happy to collect petitions to place in the Slipper Chapel.						       Madeleine
"When England goes back to Walsingham, Our Lady will come back to England"  Pope Leo XIII
ITEMS FREE TO A GOOD HOME! If you would like to have the spare bed and/or fridge from the presbytery, please let Father Donald know.  Also, please do feel free to go and take apples from the garden.
COUNTING The counting of the weekly giving takes place after Mass on Sunday. I have offered to continue with the Rota which is now being prepared for the first 6 months of 2026. It is good to have an even number of counters so you can be paired with the same person each week (unless personal commitments intervene). If you would like to join the Rota, please speak to me, Father Donald or another member of the Rota (see list in the hall). New counters will be paired with an experienced person in order to know the procedures.						        Ruth
PARISH VOLUNTEERS  We are still looking for more voluntary helpers for the parish, so please speak to Fr Donald or Andrew or Dan if you can help, particularly in the following areas:
	Electrician/lighting
	General labour/maintenance/odd jobs 

	Updating/repainting the parish roadside sign (by the hedge)

	 Helping Molly with tea and coffee on Sundays, in the absence of Julie


[image: ]ARTSREACH, Dorset's rural arts charity is supporting a performance by the BSO Brass Ensemble on Tuesday 16 December at 7.30pm in Blandford Parish Church, Market Place. Their Winter Fanfare is a heart-warming festive programme, including beloved traditional pieces. Tickets are £14.00 (adults), £6 (under 18s), £36 (family) and are available from www.artsreach.co.uk  or 07729 786600.

GAUDETE SUNDAY (Third Sunday of Advent)
[image: ]The season of Advent is a time of waiting, preparation, reflection and hope, as Christians prepare for the coming of the Lord. Within this solemn framework, Gaudete Sunday stands out with a special note of joy. The name comes from the first Latin word of the Introit of the Mass for this day: "Gaudete in Domino semper" ("Rejoice in the Lord always", Phillippians 4:4). This verse encapsulates the spirit of the day: an invitation to joy in the midst of waiting.
Gaudete Sunday marks a shift in the tone of the liturgical season. While the first two Sundays have a more penitential and preparatory character, the third Sunday offers a respite, a moment to rejoice in the nearness of Christmas. On this day the liturgical colour changes from purple (a symbol of penance) to rose, a colour that reflects joy and gladness. The third candle of the Advent wreath is lit, rose-coloured to highlight this change.
Gaudete Sunday is not just a reminder of the joy which comes with the proximity of Christ's birth, but also a teaching about the nature of true Christian joy. It is not about superficial happiness but a deep and lasting joy that springs from our relationship with God.
.								           With acknowledgment to catholicus.eu
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:     newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND  donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk                   THANK YOU
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