23RD NOVEMBER 2025

GOSPEL REEILECTION

When Jesus was hanging forsaken on
the cross, he appeared to be the exact
opposite of what normally comes to
our minds when we think of a king.
A king has power, but in front of his
executioners Jesus was powerless.
A king has majesty but Jesus was
stripped of his clothing and spat
upon. A king sits on a throne; Jesus
hung on a cross. So, in what does
his kingship consist? When he was
being interrogated by Pontius Pilate
Jesus made it clear that his kingdom
was not of this world. But in order
that this could be understood he
allowed himself to be rejected by this
world. Being treated as a condemned
criminal was the clearest sign that his
kingdom was in another realm. It is
a realm where power is not exercised

Christ THE King (C)

love. In order to make the reality of
this type of kingship visible Jesus
washed the feet of his disciples and
told them to do likewise. A king’s
commandments must be obeyed but
the only commandment Jesus left us
was to love one another. Throughout
human history kings have often been
tyrants but by using his power to
vanquish evil Jesus has set us free from
the slavery of sin. He has granted us
the greatest freedom possible: the
freedom to love.
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increased globalization, what might appear
as an immediate or practical solution for
one part of the world initiates a chain of
violent and often latent effects that end up
harming the entire planet and opening the
way to new and worse wars in the future.
In today’s world, there are no longer just
isolated outbreaks of war in one country
or another; instead, we are experiencing
a “world war fought piecemeal”, since
the destinies of countries are so closely
interconnected on the global scene.
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. Pope Francis’

| Encyclical Letter
DILEXIT NOS

In this age of artificial intelligence, we cannot forget
that poetry and love are necessary to save our humanity.
No algorithm will ever be able to capture, for example,
the nostalgia that all of us feel, whatever our age, and
wherever we live, when we recall how we first used a fork
to seal the edges of the pies that we helped our mothers
or grandmothers to make at home. It was a moment of
culinary apprenticeship, somewhere between child-play
and adulthood, when we first felt responsible for working
and helping one another. Along with the fork, I could also
mention thousands of other little things that are a precious
part of everyone’s life: a smile we elicited by telling a joke, a
picture we sketched in the light of a window, the first game
of soccer we played with a rag ball, the worms we collected
in a shoebox, a flower we pressed in the pages of a book, our
concern for a fledgling bird fallen from its nest, a wish we
made in plucking a daisy. All these little things, ordinary in
themselves yet extraordinary for us, can never be captured
by algorithms. The fork, the joke, the window, the ball, the
shoebox, the book, the bird, the flower: all of these live on

as precious memories “kept” deep in our heart.
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Rv 5:12;1:6
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and divinity,
and wisdom and strength and honour.
To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.

Almighty ever-living God,

whose will is to restore all things

in your beloved Son, the King of the universe,

grant, we pray,

that the whole creation, set free from slavery,

may render your majesty service

and ceaselessly proclaim your praise.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

A reading from the Second Book of Samuel. 2 Samuel 5:1-3

In those days: All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron
and said, ‘Behold, we are your bone and flesh. In times past,
when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and
brought in Israel. And the Lorp said to you, “You shall be
shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over
Israel.”’ So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron,
and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before
the Lorp, and they anocinted David king over Israel.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122(121):1-2. 4-5. R.cf.1
R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lorp.

| rejoiced when they said to me,

‘Let us go to the house of the Lorp.’

And now our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.

It is there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lorb.

As it is decreed for Israel,

to give praise to the name of the Lorb.

There were set the thrones for judgement,

the thrones of the house of David. R.

A reading from thé Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians.
Colossians 1:12-20

Brothers and sisters: Let us give thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness

and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities — all things were created through him and
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. And he is the head of the body, the Church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he
might be pre-eminent. For in him all the fullness of God was
pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven,

making peace by the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia, alleluia. Mark 11:9, 10
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia.

Luke 23:35-43
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: The rulers scoffed at Jesus, saying, 'He saved
others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his
Chosen One! The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine and saying, ‘If you are the King of the
Jews, save yourself!' There was also an inscription over him,
‘This is the King of the Jews.'

One of the criminals who were hanged there railed at Jesus,
saying, 'Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" But
the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since
you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And

we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said,
‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ And
he said to him, ‘Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice

by which the human race is reconciled to you,
we humbly pray

that your Son himself may bestow on all nations
the gifts of unity and peace.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Ps 28:10-11
The Lord sits as King for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Having received the food of immortality,

we ask, O Lord,

that, glorying in obedience

to the commands of Christ, the King of the universe,

we may live with him eternally in his heavenly Kingdom.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

Amen.




