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At the end of this Sundays gospel
reading Jesus says, “By your
endurance you will gain your lives”.
Living as a Christian in today’s world
requires endurance. Often, it requires
swimming against the current of

hatreds that have
been polarised into
opposing camps;
or opting out of a
consumer driven
economy which

plunders the earth’s
resources. It may
mean taking a moral
stand on certain issues
that is not understood
by friends or relatives.
It can involve lovingly
caring year after year
for a family member
with a long-term illness. It may mean
having patience with an irritating
work colleague or putting up with a
visitor who continues to talk when I
want to go to bed. When Jesus gave
us the beatitudes he meant exacty
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this form of counter-cultural lifestyle.
When the world passes by with
indifference those who are suffering,
the Christian, like the Good
Samaritan, permits his or her heart
to me moved with compassion, and
tends to the wounds of those who are
broken in body or spirit. To the one
who lives by the motto “looking after
number one” all this may seem like a
waste of time that could be used for
self-advancement. Instead, it is by
“losing” time in the service of others
that we truly gain our lives.

TaEe INJUsTICE OF WAR

258. War can easily be chosen by invoking all sorts of allegedly
humanitarian, defensive or precautionary excuses, and even resorting to the
manipulation of information. In recent decades, every single war has been
ostensibly “justified”. The Catechism of the Catholic Church speaks of the
possibility of legitimate defence by means of military force, which involves
demonstrating that certain “rigorous conditions of moral legjtimacy”
have been met. Yet it is easy to fall into an overly broad interpretation
of this potential right. In this way, some would also wrongly justify even
“preventive” attacks or acts of war that can hardly avoid entailing “evils and
disorders graver than the evil to be eliminated”. 240 At issue is whether
the development of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, and the
enormous and growing possibilities offered by new technologies, have
granted war an unconuollable destructive power over great numbers of
innocent civilians. The truth is that “never has humanity had such power
over itself, yet nothing ensures that it will be used wisely”. ! We can no
longer think of war as a solution, because its risks will probably always
be greater than its supposed benefits. In view of this, it is very difficult
nowadays to invoke the rational criteria elaborated in earlier centuries to
speals of the possibility of a “just war”. Never again war! *2
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We may think that we give glory to God only by our worship
and prayer, or simply by following certain ethical norms. It
is true that the primacy belongs to our relationship with
God, but we cannot forget that the ultimate criterion on
which our lives will be judged is what we have done for
others. Prayer is most precious, for it nourishes a daily
commitment to love. Our worship becomes pleasing to
God when we devote ourselves to living generously, and
allow God’s gift, granted in prayer, to be shown in our
concern for our brothers and sisters.

Similarly, the best way to discern if our prayer is authentic is to
judge to what extent our life is being transformed in the light
of mercy. For “mercy is not only an action of the Father; it
becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true children are”.
Mercy “is the very foundation of the Church’s life”. In this
regard, I would like to reiterate that mercy does not exclude
justice and truth; indeed, “we have to say that mercy is the
fullness of justice and the most radiant manifestation of God’s
truth”. It is “the key to heaven”.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Jer 29:11,12,14
The Lord said: | think thoughts of peace

and not of affliction.

You will call upon me, and | will answer you,

and | will lead back your captives from

every place.

COLLECT

Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,

the constant gladness of being devoted to you,

for it is full and lasting happiness

to serve with constancy

the author of all that is good.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

God for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Prophet Malachi. Malachi 4:1-2a

Behold, the day is coming, buming like an oven, when all the
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming
shall set them ablaze, says the Lorp of hosts, so that it will leave
them neither root nor branch. But for you who fear my name, the
sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

R. The Lorp comes to judge the peoples with fairness.

Psalm 98(97):5-6. 7-8a. 8b-9b. 9cd. R.cf.9

Sing psalms to the Lorp with the harp,

with the harp and the sound of song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn,

raise a shout before the King, the Lorp. R.

Let the sea and all within it thunder;
the world, and those who dwell in it.
Let the rivers clap their hands. R.

The hills ring out their joy
at the presence of the Lorp, for he comes.
He comes to judge the earth. R.

He will judge the world with justice,
and the peoples with fairness. R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul to the
Thessalonians. 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12

Brothers and sisters: You know how you ought to imitate

us, because we were not idle when we were with you, nor
did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil
and labour we worked night and day, that we might not be a
burden to any of you. It was not because we do not have that
right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.

For even when we were with you, we would give you this
command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. For
we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not busy at
work, but busybodies. Now such persons we command and
encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly
and to earn their own living.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL

Alleluia, alleluia. Luke 21:28
Straighten up and raise your heads,

because your redemption is drawing near.

Alleluia.

GOSPEL Luke 21:5-19

The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

At that time: While some were speaking of the Temple, how it
was adorned with noble stones and offerings, Jesus said, 'As
for these things that you see, the days will come when there
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.” And they asked him, ‘Teacher, when will these
things be, and what will be the sign when these things are
about to take place?’' And he said, 'See that you are not led
astray. For many will come in my name, saying, “l am he!”
and, “The time is at hand!” Do not go after them. And when
you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these
things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.’
Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes,
and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will
be terrors and great signs from heaven. But before all this they
will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you
up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought
before kings and governors for my name’s sake. This will be
your opportunity to bear witness. Settle it, therefore in your
minds, not to meditate beforehand how to answer, for | will
give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries
will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be delivered up
even by parents and brothers and sisters, and relatives and
friends, and some of you they will put to death. You will be
hated by all for my name’s sake. But not a hair of your head
will perish. By your endurance you will gain your lives.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Grant, O Lord, we pray,

that what we offer in the sight of your majesty

may obtain for us the grace of being devoted to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Mk 11:23-24
Amen, | say to you: whatever you ask in prayer,

believe that you will receive,

and it shall be given to you, says the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,

that what your Son commanded us to do

in memory of him

may bring us growth in charity.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.




