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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING
BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday 29 November		No Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession
					St Cuthbert Mayne Pr M (1544-1577)		       Mem
					Secondary Patron of the Diocese
	PLEASE NOTE:  ... ... ...  ... 7.00pm (NOT 5.30pm)VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT (YEAR A)
Sunday 30 November		9.00am HOLY MASS
					FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Monday 1 December	9.10am Morning Prayers         9.30am HOLY MASS 
		 followed by Holy Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet and 			Cenacle Prayers
Tuesday 2 December	6.10pm Evening Prayers          6.30pm HOLY MASS
		St Osmund of Salisbury Bp (died 1099)		       Mem
Wednesday 3 December	9.10am Morning Prayers,        9.30am HOLY MASS
		St Francis Xavier Pr (1506-1552)			       Mem
		MIGRANTS' DAY
Thursday 4 December	9.10am Morning Prayers	    9.30am HOLY MASS			St John Damascene Pr Dr (c.676-749)		Opt Mem
Friday	5 December			9.10am Morning Prayers         9.30am HOLY MASS
					followed by Benediction
Saturday 6 December		9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession
					10am HOLY MASS
					followed by Meeting of The Family of Mary							St Nicholas Bp (died c350)			            Opt Mem
					Secondary patron of the diocese
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday 7 December			9.00am HOLY MASS
					SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT


	Please keep in your prayers:    Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Christina & John Morley; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa & Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); and all those suffering at this time.



LETTER FROM FATHER DONALD
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

· Please note change in time of Saturday's Vigil Mass of Sunday.
· We thank God for the Installation of our new Bishop for the Diocese of Plymouth, Nicholas Hudson,.
· The funeral of James Mackenzie will be on 8th December, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception at 11.00am.   There will be a reception in the Hall and we are invited by the family members to join them. 
· Let us make the most of the Advent season as we prepare for Christmas.
· Let us pray for Anthony in his formation to the Diaconate.  He will be giving a commentary (of about 5 minutes) occasionally on Sundays during Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament before Sunday Mass, as a way of preparation for this.
· We pray for the sick and housebound in the parish.
· Could anyone else help Molly with tea and coffee on Sundays in the absence of Julie?
· I have granted the request of the pilgrims to Rome to celebrate a thanksgiving Mass with Father Francis in January.
· At least one priest will join in going on the two pilgrimages next year, God willing.
· Dedication of the new church in Gillingham will take place on 9 December.  If you have never experienced such a rare occasion, I especially encourage you to attend.

BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	Was Jesus Christ always God?
A:	Jesus Christ was always God, born of the Father from all eternity.

POINTS TO PONDER

1. Do you know that "advent" means "coming":  the coming of Christ which we prepare for at Christmas; Christ 's continuous coming at Mass; and the Second Coming of Christ (Parousia)?
2. Do you know that whenever we come to Church for Mass, Christ comes to dwell in and with us?
3. Do you know that we can prepare this period of advent by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ and making no provision for the flesh?
4. Do you know that preparing for Christmas is not all about eating, drinking and merry-making, but about being ready to welcome Christ the new born Saviour into our hearts and lives?
5. "Therefore, you must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect."

With blessings on every one of our Parish family,
Father  Donald

	COLLECTIONS
	WEEKLY OFFERINGS
	SPECIAL COLLECTION

	22/23 November
	  £207.12
	  n/a

	Thank you to everyone who contributed.



	ROTAS for READERS, SACRISTANS & COUNTERS       are displayed in the church hall.


D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
1 December: Cenacle Prayer Group- now every Monday after Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
2 December: NO Knit and Natter this week
3 December: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), 7-9 pm
6 December: Family of Mary Meeting following Mass
7 December: Cake Sale after Sunday Mass
9 December: Dedication of new parish church in Gillingham
21 February 2026: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Lunch (Feast Day 11 February)
27-30 April 2026: Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham
N O T I C E S
CHILDREN'S LITURGY every Sunday during Mass, apart from when there is a children’s Mass.
	If you have a toddler whom you would like to bring along, please feel free to accompany your child.  Equally, if your child is quite shy, you can come out with them until they are happy to come with the other children independently.  It will cover the Gospel and will be suitable for all children up to aged 11, even those who have already made their first Communion.  We will return to church in time for the offertory so children who help with the collection can still complete this role.
	If anyone would like to help with the liturgy or learn more about how to lead a children’s liturgy group, please feel free to come and join us as an observer and speak to Anna Hayball if you would like to do more. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA) is held weekly on Wednesdays (7 to 9pm) - next meeting 3 December.  Everyone is invited to come to the course: those exploring the faith, the lapsed who wish to return, those wishing to understand their faith more deeply, and those who support the course in testimony of their faith to help others.
NEW DAILY MISSAL - there is an Erratum addendum to the Missal.  Please collect an envelope at the back of the church if you ordered a new Daily Missal.                                                       Ruth
RELIGIOUS CHRISTMAS CARDS from the Carmelite Monastery at Quidenham will be on sale in the Parish Room on Sunday after Mass.  Cash only please.                             Edward and Frances
CAKE SALE - after Mass next Sunday (7th Dec)   We are looking forward to our bakers' delicious cakes.  Proceeds will go towards helping Dinesh.
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank) CHRISTMAS APPEAL  We still need: steamed[image: ] sponge puddings, Christmas crackers, crisps or Pringles, tins of ham, tins of fish,  chocolates or sweets. And also hot chocolate, jars of coffee, UHT milk and mince pies.  See our Reverse Advent poster in the porch showing all the items needed for the Christmas Boxes (by 2 Dec).  Please put donations in the green box at the back of church.   Many thanks! Jan
K[image: ]NIT AND NATTER - There will be NO meeting this week (2nd December)            Ruth
BIDDING PRAYERS ROTA 2026  We have a monthly rota for Bidding Prayers that starts at the beginning of the calendar year. Each person on the rota prepares the Bidding Prayers for the Saturdays/Sundays within their allocated month. If you would like to participate and join the rota, please speak with Fr Donald or Marie Fisher (mob: 07712 108916).			      Marie
BONIFACE IS HAPPY!  Your donations have been counted and we have raised £286.  Well done and, on behalf of Jackline, "Thank you".                           Frances
ITEMS FREE TO A GOOD HOME! If you would like to have the spare bed and/or fridge from the presbytery, please let Father Donald know.  Also, please do feel free to go and take apples from the garden.
PARISH VOLUNTEERS  We are still looking for more voluntary helpers for the parish, so please speak to Fr Donald or Andrew or Dan if you can help, particularly in the following areas:
	Electrician/lighting
	General labour/maintenance/odd jobs 

	 Counting/banking
	Updating/repainting the parish roadside sign (by the hedge)


COMMUNITY OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM The Community is seeking help to purchase a property to accommodate their growing community and further their apostolates of prayer, parish missions, hospitality, chaplaincy and youth work. Any amount, large or small, is greatly appreciated and the community assure you of their prayers. Cheques payable to COLW can be sent to House of the Divine Will, Neatherd Moor, Dereham, NR20 4AZ. More information, as well as the option to donate online, can be found at:   www.maryshouseappeal.org
The Community's email is  office@walsinghamcommunity.org  and the telephone is  01362 692574
[image: ]ARTSREACH, Dorset's rural arts charity is supporting a performance by the BSO Brass Ensemble on Tuesday 16 December at 7.30pm in Blandford Parish Church, Market Place. Their Winter Fanfare is a heart-warming festive programme, including beloved traditional pieces such as the Coventry Carol, the March from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and We Three Kings, plus classics like Santa Claus is Coming to Town, Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and the rousing favourite Fairytale of New York. Tickets are £14.00 (adults), £6 (under 18s), £36 (family) and are available from www.artsreach.co.uk  or 07729 786600.

St Francis Xavier  (1506-1552)- feast day 3rd December.  
Patron saint of all missions, foreign missions, and missionaries.
Francis Xavier was a Spanish missionary.  He was a room-mate of St Ignatius of Loyola in Paris, and together they became some of the first companions to form the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) and is revered as the greatest missionary of modern times. He travelled extensively to evangelize in India, Japan, and other parts of Asia, where he preached the Gospel, baptized thousands, and evangelized in many different cultures. He died on an island off the coast of China in 1552 while on his way to a new mission. 
 A few quotes from St Francis:
The deeds you do may be the only sermon some persons will hear today.
The only thing ever achieved in life without effort is failure. 
Do few things but do them well, simple joys are holy.
A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows. 
At times I have failed to place an image of our Saviour's mother beside His Cross.   At such times I have always found the peoples rebellious to the Gospel!
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME !
Please send items by email to:     newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND  donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk                   THANK YOU
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