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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING
BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday 8 November		9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Confession
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

THIRTY-SECOND WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
Sunday 9 November			9.00am HOLY MASS
					DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA	   FEAST
					REMEMBRANCE DAY - ALL VICTIMS OF WAR
Monday 10 November	9.10am Morning Prayers         9.30am HOLY MASS
		St Leo the Great Pp Dr (died 461)			       Mem
Tuesday 11 November	NO MASS (No prayers)
		St Martin of Tours Bp (316-397)			       Mem
		Patron of France, soldiers, beggars & innkeeepers
Wednesday 12 November		9.10am Morning Prayers,       NO MASS
					St Josaphat Bp M (c1580-1623)			       Mem
Thursday 13 November		9.10am Morning Prayers,       NO MASS
Friday	14 November			9.10am Morning Prayers,       NO MASS
Saturday 15 November		No Exposition or Confessions
					St Albert the Great Bp Dr (c1200-1280)		Opt Mem
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
Sunday 16 November		9.00am HOLY MASS
					WORLD DAY OF THE POOR





	Please keep in your prayers:    Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Christina & John Morley; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa & Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); and all those suffering at this time.




LETTER FROM FATHER DONALD
-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

· Please write the names of your departed ones for prayers in the month of November and place them in the basket which will be placed on the altar. Audrey will represent the parish again in the town on Remembrance Sunday (9 November).
· I encourage those who can do so to attend the dedication of the new church in Gillingham on 9 December.
· We thank God for his benevolence, kindness and sustenance from the beginning of this year until now, and we pray for the rest of the calendar year.
· We pray for God's travelling mercies as we journey to Rome from 13 to 18 November. We pray for renewal and reinvigoration as we visit the Seat of the Church.
· Father Scott will be coming to celebrate the two masses on 15 and 16 November - please do pray for him.
· Please note that there will be Mass on Monday morning, but not on the other days of this week. Weekday Masses will resume after we return from Rome.
· We pray for the sick and housebound in the parish, especially James. I encourage you to reach out to him too.
· There has been some discussion about the trees in the garden behind the church and these have now been inspected and are declared safe.
· Thank you to Helen Graeser, who has joined the parish advisory council as our book-keeper.

BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	Who is Jesus Christ?
A:	Jesus Christ is God the Son, made man for us.

POINTS TO PONDER

1. Do you know that whenever we celebrate the dedication of any church, as today we celebrate the dedication of the Lateran Basilica, we do not just bless/dedicate structures, but we are actually dedicating ourselves to God.
2. Do you know that you are God's building?
3. Do you know that when Jesus said "Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up" He spoke of the temple of His Body?
4. Do you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, that it is the temple of God.
5. Do you know that we are all "Christopher", a name which means "Carrier of Christ". We carry in us the mysteries of God's Kingdom here on earth.

With blessings on every one of our Parish family,
Father  Donald

	COLLECTIONS
	WEEKLY OFFERINGS
	SPECIAL COLLECTION

	1/2 November
	  £371.76
	n/a

	Thank you to everyone who contributed.




	ROTAS for READERS, SACRISTANS & COUNTERS       are displayed in the church hall.


D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
8 November: Quiz and Bingo Night, 7pm, Parish Hall - THIS SATURDAY!
10 November: Cenacle Prayer Group - now every Monday after Mass
11 November: Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm
12 November: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), 7 -  9 pm
13-18 November: Parish Pilgrimage to Rome
22 November: St Cecilia's feast day - patron of our parish
23 November:  After Sunday Mass - celebration of St Cecilia in the Parish Hall
6 December:  Family of Mary Meeting following Mass
7 December:  Cake Sale after Mass
9 December: Dedication new parish church in Gillingham
19 December: Penitential Service (time tbc)
21 February: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Lunch (Feast Day 11 February)
27-30 April 2026: Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham
October 2026 (dates tbc): Parish Pilgrimage to Medjugorje

N O T I C E S
CHILDREN’S LITURGY  We will start children’s liturgy again this Sunday (9 Nov) and it will take place every Sunday, except when there is a children’s Mass. If you have a toddler whom you would like to bring along, please feel free to join us with your child. Equally, if your child is quite shy, you can come too until they are happy to come with the other children independently. The children’s liturgy will cover the Gospel and will be suitable for all children up to aged 11, even those who have already made their first Communion. We will return to church in time for the offertory so children who help with the collection can still complete this role. If anyone would like to help with the liturgy or learn more about how to lead a children’s liturgy group, please feel free to come and join us as an observer and speak to Anna Hayball if you would like to do more.
CENACLE PRAYER GROUP  From this Monday, 10 November, the Cenacle will now be held weekly on Mondays, normally following Mass. The Cenacle prayers will be added to those already prayed on Mondays (Holy Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy) and will include Lectio Divina/Meditation, Saint of the Day and prayer intentions for the day and week ahead. 
KNIT AND NATTER - 11 November this week, from 2 - 4 pm in the Parish H[image: ]all, and every Tuesday unless notified otherwise. All welcome.		        Julie
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA) is held weekly on Wednesdays (7 to 9pm) - next meeting 12 November.  Everyone is invited to come to the course: those exploring the faith, the lapsed who wish to return, those wishing to understand their faith more deeply, and those who support the course in testimony of their faith to help others.
CAR PARK, 15/16 November  Between 12 & 18 Nov cars belonging to those on pilgrimage to Rome will be parked here, so for Mass on 15/16 November you may need to park in the lane.
ST CECILIA’S FEAST DAY CELEBRATION, Sunday 23 November  St Cecilia is patron saint of our parish, musicians and painters.  Her Feast Day is 22 November and we will honour her after 9am Mass on Sunday 23 November in the hall with a celebratory cake made by Pauline, plus some popular songs and Keralan dance. To prepare for her feast day we are encouraged to pray her Novena starting on 13 November until her feast day. Several websites offer this Novena.
CATHOLIC DIARIES 2026 - There is a spare diary left over from the recent order. The cost is £7.20, so please contact me if you would like to buy it.				Ruth
PARISH PILGRIMAGES We currently have three planned parish pilgrimages:
· ROME, 13-18 November (this coming week), led by Fr Donald & Mgr Francis - there is now one spare place, so if you would like to join please speak to Ruth as soon as possible
· WALSINGHAM, 27-30 April 2026, led by Mgr Francis - poster in porch, booking forms in church
· MEDJUGORJE dates tbc (in or before October) 2026, led by Fr Donald - more info to come
CAKE SALE  The next sale in support of Dinesh and his family will be on Sunday 7 December.
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  The Nourish Christmas Appeal is in progress, with  4 weeks of collecting different items for Christmas, to be sorted for distribution after 2 December. This second week we need squash, tins of custard, carrots and fruit, jelly, small Christmas cakes, sweet biscuits. Please put donations in the green box[image: ].  Thanks!            Jan                                                                                                      
BIDDING PRAYERS ROTA 2026  We have a monthly rota for Bidding Prayers that starts at the beginning of the calendar year. Each person on the rota prepares the Bidding Prayers for the Saturdays/Sundays in their allocated month. If you would like to join the rota, please speak with Fr Donald or Marie Fisher (mob: 07712 108916).						      Marie
ITEMS FREE TO A GOOD HOME! If you would like to have the spare bed and/or fridge from the presbytery, please let me know.  Also, please do feel free to go and take apples from the garden.
PARISH VOLUNTEERS  We are looking for more voluntary helpers for the parish, particularly:
electrician/lighting; general labour/maintenance/odd jobs; counting/banking. If you can help (either by volunteering or letting us know about someone who can help) please speak to Fr Donald or Andrew or Dan. Thank you!
Dorset's rural arts charity[image: ] is supporting the BSO Brass Ensemble's Winter Fanfare Tuesday 16 December at 7.30pm in Blandford Parish Church. A heart-warming festive programme, including traditional pieces. Tickets are £14 (adults), £6 (under 18s), £36 (family) and are available from    [image: ]www.artsreach.co.uk  or 07729 786600DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER
All Victims of War
Remembrance Sunday
For peace and reconciliation between nations, that enemies may put aside all differences
For all those who have died through acts of war or acts of violence in defence of our country, may we never forget their sacrifice
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER -- PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:     newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND  donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk                   THANK YOU
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