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lose heart, even to feel that
God has abandoned us. A
cancer which seemed to
have been cured comes
back again. Constant
worry about paying our
bills has worn us down.
There is unending fighting
and bickering in the home.
In the final sentence of the
Gospel Jesus asks whether
he will find faith on earth
when he comes again.

to be solved immediately and Jesus
does promise swift justice for those
who cry to God night and day. But
that doesnt eliminate our need
to have faith. In the Letter to the
Hebrews, we read that “Faith is che
substance of things hoped for” (Heb
11:1), While we are on this earth
hope is a necessary Christian virtue.
It finds its meaning in the great
vision of redempiion where there
will be a “new heaven and a new
carth” (Rev. 21:1) and “every tear

Faith is not faith unless it
is tested. As in many other
aspects of our living here
too Jesus acted as a model
to be imitated. On the
cross he felt abandoned by God and
yet he cried out, “Father, into your
hands I commend my spirit” (Lk
23:46). We would like our problems

shall be wiped away” (Rev. 21:4).

In this Sunday’s gospel we are asked
to pray always and not lose heart.
At times we all find ourselves in
situations where we are tempted to
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B We should not LIOW . dlscouraged before examples o
- of holinéss thar appeat ‘unattainable. There are’some.
- testimonies’ that may prove. helpful and i inspiring, but
- that we are not meant to copy, for that could even lead
““us astray from the one spec:ﬁc path that the Lord has in. -
+mind for us: The important thing is that each believer -
. discern hiis or her own path,that they bring out the. .
“wery. best of themselves; the: most personal gifts that
“God has: placed in, their hearts (cf. 1 Cor12:7), rather
“than hopelessly trying to imitate sornethmg not meant .
for them. We are all called to be. witnesses, but there are
“many actual ways of bearing witness. Indeed; when the =
great mystic, Saint Johin of the Cross, wrote his Spiritnal -
 Canticle, he preferred to avoid haid and-fast rulés for -
~all. He explained that his verses Were composed so that
- everyone could benefit from them-“in his-or her- own
way": For God’s life is communicated * to some in one
way and to others in another (N 1 1) o

WAR AND :-EATH
PENALW

_ __255 There are two extreme mtuanons that-}_ B
" may come to be seen as solutions in especially-

' '_dramatlc circumstances, w1thout reahzmg that

- they are false answers that do not resolve the’

- problemis they are meant to solve and ultimately
~do no_more than introduce new elements of
e dCStrLlCtlon in the fabric of national and global S

 society: .The_s_e are war and the death penalty. *
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

To you | call for you will surely heed me, O God;
turn your ear to me; hear my words.

Guard me as the apple of your eye;

in the shadow of your wings protect me.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
grant that we may always conform our will to yours
and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Exodus. Exodus 17:8-13

In those days: Amalek came and fought with lsrael at
Rephidim. So Moses said to Joshua, ‘Choose for us men, and
go out and fight with Amalek. Tomorrow [ will stand on the top
of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.” So Joshua did as
Moses told him, and fought with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron,
and Hur went up to the top of the hill. Whenever Moses held
up his hand, Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his
hand, Amalek prevailed. But Moses’ hands grew weary, S0
they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it, while
Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the
other on the other side. So his hands were steady until the
going down of the sun. And Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and
his peopte with the sword.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 121{120):1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 7-8. R.cf.2

R. Our help is in the name of the Lorp,
who made heaven and earth.

{ lift up my eyes 1o the mountains;

from where shall come my help?

My help shall come from the Lorp,

who made heaven and earth. R.

He will keep your foot from stumbling.
Your guard will never slumber.
No, he sleeps not nor slumbers,

Israel’s guard. o R.
The Lorp your guard, the Loro your shade

at your right hand.

By day the sun shall not smite you,

nor the moon in the night. R.

The Lorp will guard you from evil;

he will guard your soul.

The Lorp will guard your going and coming,

both now and for ever, R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the Second Letter of Saint Paul 1o Timothy.
2 Timothy 3:14-4:2

Beloved: Continue in what you have learned and have firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it and how from
childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in
Christ Jesus. All Seripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped
for every good work.

Ci.Ps16:6,8 1charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who

i 1o judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and
his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhori, with complete patience
and teaching.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL
Alleluia, alleluia.

The word of God is living and active,
discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Alleluia.

Hebrews 4:12

GOSPEL Luke 18:1-8
The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospe! according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At that ime: Jesus told his disciples a parable 1o the effect

that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said,

'In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God

nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who

kept coming to him and saying, “Give me justice against my
adversary.” For a while he refused, but afterwards he said to
himself, “Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because
this widow keeps bothering me, | will give her justice, so that she -
will not beat me down by her continual coming.™

And the Lord said, 'Hear what the unrighteous judge says. And
will not God give justice 1o his elect, who cry to him day and
night? Will he delay fong over them? | tell you, he will give justice
io them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will
he find faith on earth?

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Grant us, Lord, we pray,

a sincere respect for your gifts,

that, through the purifying action of your grace,

we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we serve.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, the eyes of the Lord

are on those who fear him,

who hope in his mercifu! love,
1o rescue their souls from death,
1o keep them alive in famine.

Cf. Ps 32: 18-19

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Grant, O Lord, we pray,

that, benefiting from participation in heavenly things,
we may be helped by what you give in this present age
and prepared for the gifls thal are etemal.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.




