SPEL REFLECTION

John tells Jesus about
someone who has been
casting out devils in his
name. He tells Jesus that
they tried to stop him.
Probably they were looking

" for approval of their actions
from Jesus. However, Jesus

says that what the man
was doing was not against
him. This may come as a
surprise to us. As Christians
we often feel we have to
decry anyone who is doing
things in the name of God
but who is not Christian.
Jesus has a very different
view. He sees as positive any
action which is done out of

love, regardless of their creed or
background. Why? Because they
are, without knowing it, loving
Jesus. He then turns his attention
to anyone who is an ‘obstacle’,
anyone who gives scandal to
others. While he promises heaven
to anyone who offers a cup of
water, he warns those who are an
obstacle that they will be thrown
into hell.

FORGIVING BUT ;
N@T FORGETTING :

n mjustzces Tve occurred on' both sldes,
yrtant to take into dear account whether

equally | grave or in-any way comparabic '
serpetrated: by the state; using its structutes

5 ismot on the same level as that perpctraced

las groups. In any event, one cannot claim

injust sufferings of one side alone should
emorated The Bishops ‘of Croatia have
L, “we owe equal respect. to every innocent
ere can be no racial, nanona.l confessmnal
1d1fferences 5

¥ BISHOPS CONFERENCE Letier on the Flftlelh Annwersar‘y of the
wd WorldWa.r (1 May 1995) . .

Pope Francis’

Apostolic Exhortation
EVANGELIH GAUDIUM

7

7. Someumes we are ternpted to ﬁnd EXCUSCS. and complzun,y. :
. acting as if we could only be happy if a thousand conditions .~
wiere met. 'To some ‘extent. “ihis is because our technologlcal '
* soclety hias succeedcd in mulnplymg occasions of pleasure; yet
_ has found it very difhicult to engender j joy’ 121 T can say-thac. -
the miost ‘beautiful and natural expressions of joy which Thave:
. _seen in ‘my life ‘were in poor people who had. little to hold -
" on'to. [ also t}unk of the real joy shown: by others who,.even
".a_rmd pressing professmnai obhganons, weie able to preserve, -

in' detachiment -and sxmphaty, a heart full of faith, In-their

own- way, ‘all these i instances of joy flow ﬁ'om the mﬁmte love :

of God, Who has: revealed himselfto us in’  Jesus Christ: T never

tire of fepeating those. words of Benedict XVI which take us

1o the very heart of the Gospel “Being 4 Chiistian is not the -

_ rcsult of an ethxcal choice ora lofty idéa; bur the encounter -
~with an event, a person, which gives hfe apew honzon and a -

dccmve dJrecuon q31

B ZPaulVI Apcstothxbumdun Ganidére in Dormio (9 May- 1975) BeAAS 67 (1975) 2.
3 Em:ychml Lmer D:us Caritas Est (25 December 2005}, 1: AAS 98 (2/006}, 2[7 .




ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Cf. Est 4:17
Within your wili, O Lord, all things are established,

and there is none that can resist your will.

For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth,
and afl that is held within the circle of heaven;

you are the Lord of all.

COLLECT

Almighty ever-living God,

who in the abundance of your kindness

surpass the merils and the desires of those who entreat you,

pour out your mercy upon us

to pardon what conscience dreads

and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from the Prophet Habakkuk. Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

© Lorp, how long shall | cry for help, and you will not
hear? Or c¢ry to you ‘Violence!l’ and you will not save? Why
do you make me see iniguity, and why do you idly look at
wrong? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and
contention arise.

And the Lorp answered me: ‘Write the vision; make it plain on
tablets, so he may run who reads it. For sfill the vision awaits
its appointed time; it hastens to the end — it will not lie. If it
seems slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.

‘Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him, but
the righteous shall live by his faith.’

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM. Psalm 95(94):1-2. 6-7b. 7c-8. R.7c, 8a
R. O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts.’

Come, lef us ring cut our joy to the Lorp;

hail the rock who saves us.

Let us come into his presence, giving thanks;

let us hail him with a song of praise. R.

O come; let us bow and bend low.

Let us kneel before the Lorn who made us,

for he is our God, and we the people,

the people of his pasture, the flock of his hand. R.

O that today you would listen to his voice!

‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as on that day at Massah in the desert

when your forebears put me to the test;

when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ R.

SECOND READING
A reading from the Second Letier of Saint Paul to Timothy.
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14

Beloved: | remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which
is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave

us a spirit not of fear, bul of power and love and self-control
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony aboui our Lord,
nor of me his prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by
the power of God,

Follow the pattern of the sound words that you have heard
from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. By
the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit
entrusted to you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be toc God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL
Alieluia, alieluia.

The word of the Lord remains for ever
and this word is the good news that was preached to you.
Alleluia. -

1 Peter 1:25

GOSPEL Luke 17:5-10
The Lord be with you.

And with your spirit.

A reading from the holy Gospel according o Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Af that time: The Apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!'
And the Lord said, ‘If you had faith like a grain of mustard
seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be uprooted and
planted in the sea”, and it would obey you.

‘Will any one of you who has a servant ploughing or keeping
sheep say o him when he has come in from the field, "Come
at once and reciine at table”? Will he not rather say to him,
“Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve

e while | eat and drink, and afterwards you will eat and
drink”? Does he thank the servant because he did what was
commanded? So you also, when you have done all that you
were commanded, say, "We are unworthy servants; we have
only done what was our duty.”™

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray,

the sacrifices instituted by your commands
and, through the sacred mysteries,

which we celebrate with dutiful service,
graciously complete the sanclifying work
by which you are pleased to redeem us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON Lam 3: 25
The Lord is good to those who hope in him,

to the soul that seeks him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Grant us, almighty God,

that we may be refreshed and nourished

by the Sacrament which we have received,

s0 as to be transformed into what we consume.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.




