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MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING
BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday 25 October			9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Confession		
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY

***CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR OVERNIGHT***

THIRTIETH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
Sunday 26 October			9.00am HOLY MASS
Monday 27 October			9.10am Morning Prayers,       9.30am HOLY MASS
Tuesday 28 October			6.10pm Evening Prayers,        6.30pm HOLY MASS
					SS SIMON AND JUDE - APOSTLES (FEAST)
					St Simon: patron of builders, masons & craftspeople
					St Jude: patron of hopeless cases
Wednesday 29 October		9.10am Morning Prayers,        9.30am HOLY MASS
Thursday 30 October		9.10am Morning Prayers,        9.30am HOLY MASS
Friday	31 October			9.10am Morning Prayers,       9.30am HOLY MASS
									   followed by Benediction
Saturday 1 November		9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Confession
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY (for both obligations)
Sunday 2 November			9.00am HOLY MASS
					ALL SAINTS 			(transferred)       OB SOL
Monday 3 November		9.10am Morning Prayers       9.30am HOLY MASS
					12noon HOLY MASS & Blessing of Graves at the cemetery
					6pm HOLY MASS
					COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
					(ALL SOULS' DAY)			(transferred)


	Please keep in your prayers:    Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Christina & John Morley; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa & Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); and all those suffering at this time.




	POPE'S INTENTIONS for NOVEMBER
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE LOST A CHILD
Let us pray that all parents who mourn the loss of a daughter or son find support in their community, and may receive peace of heart from the Spirit of Consolation.



-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
LETTER FROM FATHER DONALD

· The Diocese of Plymouth has a Bishop-elect in the person of Bishop Nicholas Johnson.
· We thank Father Francis and all those organising our pilgrimage to Rome: God bless you!
· Please note important changes from last week's newsletter to the Solemnities celebrated at the beginning of November. The Feast of All Saints is transferred to Sunday 2 November (the Saturday vigil mass fulfils both obligations); the Feast of All Souls is transferred to Monday 3 November. On Monday, we shall celebrate three masses: at 9.30am, at 12noon after which we will walk up to the cemetery and bless the graves of our departed ones, and finally a mass at 6pm.
· Please write the names of your departed ones for prayers in the month of November and place them in the basket which will be on the altar.
· The Family of Mary Mass will be held as usual on the first Saturday of the month, ie on 1 November and we will say the prayer for vocations in the church immediately after Mass.
· Do feel free to go and take apples from the garden.
· There is a spare bed and fridge in the presbytery: if anyone wants them please let me know.

BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	Which are the three powers of your soul?
A:	The three powers of my soul are my memory, my understanding and my will.

POINTS TO PONDER

1. Do you know that the prayer of the humble pierces the cloud and he will not be consoled until it reaches the Lord.
2. Do you know that lowliness is synonymous with humility and meekness.  The Psalmist says "The lowly one called and the Lord heard him".
3. Do you know that the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will crown the righteous ones with glory, who have run the race and fought the good fight in life.
4. Do you know that self-righteousness is synonymous with hypocrisy and pharisaic life and not humility and true righteousness?  Self-righteousness is pride exalted.
5. Do you know that "Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted".

With blessings on every one of our Parish family,
Father  Donald
 -=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

	COLLECTIONS
	WEEKLY OFFERINGS
	SPECIAL COLLECTION

	18/19 October
	tbc
	n/a

	Thank you to everyone who contributed.



	ROTAS for READERS, SACRISTANS & COUNTERS       are displayed in the church hall.


D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
28 October: Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm
29 October: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), 7 -  9 pm
30 October: Our Lady's Monthly Prayer Cenacle, 2.30pm, Parish Hall
1 November: Family of Mary Meeting after Mass.
8 November: Quiz and Bingo Night, 7pm, Parish Hall (note: Saturday, not Friday)
13-18 November: Parish Pilgrimage to Rome
27-30 April 2026: Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham
N O T I C E S
CHILDREN'S CATECHISTS:  If you can help with this, please speak to Father Donald.
[image: ]MISSIO RED BOXES There is a list at the back of church to sign if you would be willing to have a Red Box to collect money for Missio. Every six months the boxes are emptied and counted, and the proceeds sent to Missio, the Pope's charity for mission. Just a few coins every so often can make a difference!				             Madeleine
KNIT AND NATTER is on 28 October this week from 2 - 4 pm in the Parish Hall, the[image: ]n every Tuesday unless notified otherwise. All welcome.		        Julie
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA) has started and is held weekly on Wednesdays (7 to 9pm) - next meeting 29 October.  Everyone is invited to come to the course: those exploring the faith, the lapsed who wish to return, those wishing to understand their faith more deeply, and those who support the course in testimony of their faith to help others.
OUR LADY'S MONTHLY PRAYER CENACLE, Thursday 30 October: 2:30pm  The next monthly Prayer Cenacle will be held in the parish hall.
QUIZ AND BINGO NIGHT, is now on Saturday 8 November (not Fri 7 Nov): 7pm in the Parish Hall. The evening will include 4 rounds of quiz and 4 cards of bingo, plus a raffle. Tickets cost £7, with any profits going to support Dinesh and his family. The ticket price includes a supper of a choice of soups with crusty bread and will be sold after the next two Sunday Masses. Please add your name to the list at the back of church to confirm your attendance - thank you.	Anthony
[image: ]WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 2026  The parish pilgrimage to Our Lady's Shrine at Walsingham will take place next year from Monday 27 to Thursday 30 April - in the season of new life and blossom between Easter Day and the Ascension. Please take a look at the poster in the porch - booking forms are at the back of church. We will be staying at Elmham House in the village and visiting the Augustinian house of Clare Priory on the return for a tour, talk and a packed lunch in the beautiful gardens.				           Madeleine
PARISH HALL TELEVISION  Thanks for all the suggestions about the repositioning of the replacement TV screen - the new TV is now in place in its new situation and we hope this improves usability of the hall for the benefit of the Parish.						    Andrew
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  We are appealing for tins of meat, tins of veg, soup, pasta and pasta sauce, baked beans, marmalade, UHT milk, fruit squash, toilet rolls and shampoo (see poster in the porch). All donations should be placed in the green box at the ba[image: ]ck of church.  Thank you.								   Jan
[image: ]Thank you to everyone who helped with Ride and Stride this year. Between us all, we raised £607 so we can pass on half of this to help the Catholic community in Gaza as they try to rebuild their lives.			       Ali 
CAKE SALE To give our lovely bakers a rest (before they start on their mince pies!), there will be no cake sale in November.
PARISH VOLUNTEERS  We are looking for more voluntary helpers for the parish, particularly in the following areas:
· Electrician/lighting
· General labour/maintenance/odd jobs
· Counting/banking
· Updating and repainting the parish roadside sign (by the hedge)
If anyone can help with any of these (either by volunteering themselves or letting us know about someone who can help) please speak to me or Andrew or Dan. Thank you!
BIDDING PRAYERS ROTA 2026  We have a monthly rota for Bidding Prayers that starts at the beginning of the calendar year. Each person on the rota prepares the Bidding Prayers for the Saturdays/Sundays within their allocated month. If you would like to participate and join the rota, please speak with Fr Donald or Marie Fisher (mob: 07712 108916).			      Marie
[image: ]ARTSREACH, Dorset's rural arts charity is supporting a performance by the BSO Brass Ensemble on Tuesday 16 December at 7.30pm in Blandford Parish Church, Market Place. Their Winter Fanfare is a heart-warming festive programme, including beloved traditional pieces, such as the Coventry Carol, the March from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and We Three Kings, plus classics like Santa Claus is Coming to Town, Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and the rousing favourite Fairytale of New York. Tickets are £14.00 (adults), £6 (under 18s), £36 (family) and are available from  www.artsreach.co.uk  or 07729 786600.
Saint Simon and Saint Jude: 28 October
As in the case of most of the apostles, Simon and Jude are really unknown and their holiness is taken to be a gift of Christ - who chose some unlikely people. This is a reminder that holiness does not depend on human merit, culture, personality, effort or achievement; it is God’s creation and gift.
Jude has this name in Luke and the Acts, while Matthew and Mark call him Thaddeus. He is not mentioned by name elsewhere in the Gospels. Scholars hold that he is not the author of the Letter of Jude. Actually, Jude had the same name as Judas Iscariot and, probably because of the disgrace of that name, it was shortened to “Jude” in English. Jude, like all saints, is the saint of the impossible.
Simon is mentioned in all four gospels; in two of them he is called “the Zealot”, ie a member of a Jewish nationalist sect, whose members believed that the messianic promise of the Old Testament meant that the Jews were to be a free and independent nation, that God alone was their king, and that any payment of taxes to the Romans (and Roman rule) was a blasphemy against God. Some Zealots were the spiritual heirs of the Maccabees, carrying on their ideals of religion and independence, but many were the counterparts of modern terrorists who raided and killed, attacking foreigners and Jews who cooperated with the Romans. They were chiefly responsible for the rebellion against Rome which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70.
This feast day is a reminder that God needs no Zealots to bring about His kingdom by force and that, while impossible for us, God can create his divine life in human beings. And above all that God wills to do this, for all of us.
				              https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saints-simon-and-jude/
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:     newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND  donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk                   THANK YOU
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