19 October 2025								 YEAR C1 PSALTER 1

OUR LADY OF LOURDES AND SAINT CECILIA
Priest in charge:  Father Donald Nwaka
Landline: 01258 452051      Mobile:  07931939907
Newsletter: newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk     Website: blandfordcatholics.org
Plymouth Diocesan Trust Registered Charity No.  213227
Hospital RC Chaplains:  Dorchester 01305 255198 / Poole: Deacon Declan McConville 01202 442167

MASS INFORMATION FOR THIS WEEK IS CORRECT AT TIME OF PUBLISHING
BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO CHANGE AT SHORT NOTICE
Saturday 18 October			12noon Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
					2pm  HOLY MASS 			both at Dorchester	
					ST LUKE, EVANGELIST				   FEAST
					Patron of butchers, bookbinders, doctors, surveyors,
					artists & glassworkers
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
					Mandatory Collection (World Mission Day)
TWENTY-EIGHTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 
Sunday 19 October			9.00am HOLY MASS  - WORLD MISSION DAY
					Mandatory Collection
Monday 20 October			10.45am Morning Prayers        12noon HOLY MASS
							    (for the anniversary of Simon Sherbrooke)
Tuesday 21 October			6.10pm Evening Prayers,        6.30pm MASS
Wednesday 22 October		9.10am Morning Prayers,        9.30am HOLY MASS
					St John Paul II Pp (1920-2005)			Opt Mem
Thursday 23 October		9.10am Morning Prayers,        9.30am HOLY MASS
					St John of Capistrano Pr (1386-1456)		Opt Mem
Friday	24 October			9.10am Morning Prayers,       9.30am HOLY MASS 
									   followed by Benediction
					St Anthony Mary Claret Bp (1807-1870)		Opt Mem
Saturday 25 October			9.30am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Confessions
					5.30pm VIGIL MASS OF SUNDAY
***CLOCKS GO BACK ONE HOUR OVERNIGHT***
Sunday 26 October			9.00am HOLY MASS
					

	Please keep in your prayers:    Father Robert; Father Jon Bielawski; Christina & John Morley; Janet Hudson; Josie Seath; Barbara Emery; Teresa & Tom Hogan; Bernard Nertney (Teresa's brother); and all those suffering at this time.




-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-
LETTER FROM FATHER DONALD

· We thank God for the successful pilgrimage to Dorchester on Saturday 18 October. We thank all the organisers, all those who walked and all those who found time to participate in different ways. God bless you!
· We shall have only one mass on Monday 20 October at 12 noon, for the anniversary of Simon Sherbrooke. All are welcome to join the family.
· Since Saturday 1 November is All Saints Day (a holy day of obligation), we shall have the first mass at 9am and then an evening mass at 5.30pm as usual. There will be no Family of Mary meeting. Then on Sunday 2 November, All Souls Day, we shall celebrate three masses: at 9am, at 12noon after which we will walk up to the cemetery and bless the graves of our departed ones, and finally a mass at 6pm.

BASIC INSTRUCTION
Q:	Is there any likeness to the Blessed Trinity in your soul?
A:	There is this likeness to the Blessed Trinity in my soul: that as in one God there are three
	persons, so in my one soul there are three powers.

POINTS TO PONDER

1. Do you know that "our ministry is one of collaboration and not a ministry of competition".
2. Whenever Moses held up his hand Israel prevailed, and whenever he lowered his hand Amalek prevailed. When Moses' hands grew weary, Aaron and Hur held up his hands, one on one side and the other on the other side.
3. Do you know that "we ought always to pray and not lose heart" (Luke 18:1).
4. Do you know that "all Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness"?
5. When the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on earth?

With blessings on every one of our Parish family,
Father  Donald
 -=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-

	COLLECTIONS
	WEEKLY OFFERINGS
	SPECIAL COLLECTION

	11/12 October
	tbc
	n/a

	Thank you to everyone who contributed.



	ROTAS for READERS, SACRISTANS & COUNTERS
... are displayed in the church hall and also (first two only) in the porch.


D A T E S   F O R   Y O U R   D I A R Y
18 October: Jubilee Pilgrimage to Holy Door at Dorchester - THIS SATURDAY!
21 October: Knit and Natter, 2-4 pm
22 October: Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA), 7 -  9 pm
30 October: Our Lady's Monthly Prayer Cenacle, 2.30pm, Parish Hall
7 November: Quiz and Bingo Night, 7pm, Parish Hall
13-18 November: Parish Pilgrimage to Rome
27-30 April 2026: Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham
N O T I C E S
CHILDREN'S CATECHISTS:  If you can help with this, please speak to Father Donald.
JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE to the Holy Door at Holy Trinity Church, DORCHESTER takes place ***this Saturday 18 October*** so this is your last chance to get involved! There is a revised schedule for the day, as follows:
	12noon
	Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Benediction

	1pm
	Confessions

	2pm
	Mass

	2.30pm
	Talk by Father Babu about the Dorchester church and the holy martyrs of Dorset

	3pm
	Refreshments

	
	Buses to Blandford run from Dorchester Museum bus-stop at 3:56pm  and 5:53pm


A parish group is going by bus to Puddletown and walking to Dorchester from there (5 to 6 miles),  arriving in Dorchester shortly before 2pm, while those not walking are going direct to the church in Dorchester. Please take a leaflet at the back of church and sign the list of pilgrims if you have not yet done so. There are also booklets about the Jubilee 2025 at the back of church Diocese of Plymouth: Pilgrims of Hope. Please speak to Father Donald about the Jubilee indulgence; and to me or Ruth about the Pilgrimage.										 Madeleine
[image: ]WORLD MISSION SUNDAY is this Sunday, 19 October. On this day, the Holy Father invites all Catholics to support Missio (his charity for world mission) through a special collection at this weekend's masses. This day of prayer, solidarity and giving unites Catholics worldwide to share the Good News of God’s love which has the power to transform lives and heal our world. Also, if you would like to have a Red Box at home (it's an easy way for collected pennies to grow into pounds!), please ask me for one!		           Madeleine
KNIT AND NATTER is on 21 October this week from 2 - 4 pm in the Parish Hall, the[image: ]n every Tuesday unless notified otherwise. All welcome.		        Julie
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION FOR ADULTS (RCIA) has started and is held weekly on Wednesdays (7 to 9pm) - next meeting 22 October.  Everyone is invited to come to the course: those exploring the faith, the lapsed who wish to return, those wishing to understand their faith more deeply, and those who support the course in testimony of their faith to help others.
OUR LADY'S MONTHLY PRAYER CENACLE, Thursday 30 October : 2:30pm  The next monthly Prayer Cenacle will be held in the parish hall.
QUIZ AND BINGO NIGHT, 7 November: 7pm, Parish Hall. The evening will include 4 rounds of quiz and 4 cards of bingo, plus a raffle and a supper of soup with crusty bread. Tickets cost £7, with any profits going to support Dinesh and his family.
[image: ]WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 2026  The parish pilgrimage to Our Lady's Shrine at Walsingham will take place next year from Monday 27 to Thursday 30 April - in the season of new life and blossom between Easter Day and the Ascension. Please take a look at the poster in the porch - booking forms are at the back of church. We will be staying at Elmham House in the village and visiting the Augustinian house of Clare Priory on the return for a tour, talk and packed lunch in the beautiful gardens.				           Madeleine
NEW DAILY MISSALS  Unfortunately the order has not arrived after all, as some errors were found and they are being re-printed, so they won't be received until at least 20 October.	         Ruth
CATHOLIC DIARIES 2026  The order has now been received. Postage was charged this year (our order was smaller), so the cost is £7.20. If you ordered a diary, please take it and put the money in a wall collection box in the church. If you do not have the money with you, please take the diary and pay next time you are in church. If you wish to pay by cheque please make the cheque payable to ‘Plymouth Diocesan Trust’, place it in an envelope marked ‘Diary 2026’ and put the envelope on the Collection plate. Thanks.									        Ruth
PARISH HALL TELEVISION  Thanks for all the suggestions about the repositioning of the replacement TV screen - the new TV is now in place in its new situation and we hope this improves usability of the hall for the benefit of the Parish.						    Andrew
NOURISH (Blandford Food Bank)  We are appealing for tins of meat, tins of veg, soup, pasta and pasta sauce, baked beans, marmalade, UHT milk, fruit squash, toilet rolls and shampoo (see poster in the porch). All donations should be placed in the green box at the ba[image: ]ck of church.  Thank you.								   Jan
BLANDFORD SCHOOL PRODUCTION - PROPS WANTED!  Does anyone have an old TV with a built-in VHS video tape player under the screen?  If you do, The Blandford School would like to borrow it for their production of 'We Will Rock You' on 22 and 23 October. Please email hayballanna@gmail.com if you think you can help. Thanks!				       Anna
CAKE SALES These have been held monthly to raise funds to support Dinesh and his family. They have been well supported - Dinesh and his family are very grateful. In the summer, his eldest son passed several GCSEs and is now studying for his A levels thanks to our financial help.
PARISH VOLUNTEERS  We are looking for more voluntary helpers for the parish, particularly in the following areas:
· Electrician/lighting
· General labour/maintenance/odd jobs
· Counting/banking
· Updating and repainting the parish roadside sign (by the hedge)
If anyone can help with any of these (either by volunteering themselves or letting us know about someone who can help) please speak to me or Andrew or Dan. Thank you!
BIDDING PRAYERS ROTA 2026  We have a monthly rota for Bidding Prayers that starts at the beginning of the calendar year. Each person on the rota prepares the Bidding Prayers for the Saturdays/Sundays within their allocated month. If you would like to participate and join the rota, please speak with Fr Donald or Marie Fisher (mob: 07712 108916).			      Marie
[image: ]ARTSREACH, Dorset's rural arts charity is supporting a performance by the BSO Brass Ensemble on Tuesday 16 December at 7.30pm in Blandford Parish Church, Market Place. Their Winter Fanfare is a heart-warming festive programme, including beloved traditional pieces, such as the Coventry Carol, the March from Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker and We Three Kings, plus classics like Santa Claus is Coming to Town, Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and the rousing favourite Fairytale of New York. Tickets are £14.00 (adults), £6 (under 18s), £36 (family) and are available from  www.artsreach.co.uk  or 07729 786600.
	The more her children entrust themselves to Mary, the nearer she leads them to the "inscrutable riches of Christ". And to the same degree they recognise more and more clearly the dignity of human beings.
Saint John Paul II, Pope
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	THIS IS YOUR PARISH NEWSLETTER - PLEASE DO TAKE IT HOME!
Please send items by email to:     newsletterblandfordcatholics@yahoo.co.uk
AND  donald.nwaka@prcdtr.org.uk                   THANK YOU
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